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SECTIONA:THEUNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA(USA)ANDCANADA

THEUNITEDSTATESOFAMERICA(USA)

TheUnitedStatesofAmericaisafederationof50statescoveringavastmuchofNorth
America,withAlaskainNorthwestandHawaiiextendingintothePacificOcean.Mostof
the countryis found in CentralNorth America between Mexico and Canada.USA
underwentaperiodofcolonialism underBritainandshegotherindependencein1776
aftertheAmericanwarofindependence.USA formulatedherconstitutionin1788.
AmericahasgotoneoftheoldestwrittenConstitutionsandgovernmentisbasedonthe
constitution.TheFederalgovernmentisbasedatWashingtonDCwhileeachofthe
Americanstateshasgotitsownlegislaturetorunitsinternalaffairswhilethecongress
looksaftertheforeignaffairsandmattersofpeace.

Attheendofthe1stWorldWar,WoodrowWilsonwasthepresidentofUSAupto1920
andhewasthebrainbehindtheVersaillesPeaceTreatyandtheformationofthe
LeagueofNations(LON)onlythathisideaswerelaterrejectedbytheCongressand
wasreplacedbythepresidentHardingwhodiedinofficeandhisregimeisremembered
forthepolicyof‘Isolationism’.Underthepolicyofisolationism,Americawastogetless
concernedwiththeproblemstakingplaceinotherpartsoftheworld.Afterthedeathof
WoodrowWilson,PresidentHardingreplacedhim butdiedinoffice.Hewasreplacedby
KelvinwhotriedtostabilizetheAmericansociety.

However,in1929presidentHerbertHoovercametopowerandhisregimeiswellknown
to haveled America from economicboom to economicdepression.Hefailed to
addresstheproblem ofeconomicdepressionandby1933;about15millionAmericans
wereJobless.Theworstsectortobehitbyeconomicdepressionwasthatoffarmers.
Americawascharacterizedbyhighcrimeratebecausethepeoplewerestarvingamidst
thepoorleadershipofPresidentHerbertHooverandduringhisHandoverSpeech;he
saidthat“wehavecometotheendoftheroad…”It’sagainstsuchabackgroundthat
presidentFranklinDelanoRooseveltwaselectedinofficein1932.

THEAMERICANCONSTITUTION

Aconstitutionisasetoflaws,rulesandregulations,principlesandguidelinesthat
governacountry.TheConstitutionoftheUSAwaswrittenduringthesummerof1787in
Philadelphia,Pennsylvania,by55delegatestoaConstitutionalConventionthatwas
calledostensiblytoamendtheArticlesofConfederation(1781–89),thecountry’sfirst
writtenconstitution.

TheConstitutionoftheUnitedStatesisthesupremelawoftheUnitedStatesof
America.TheConstitution,originallycomprisingsevenarticles,delineatesthenational
frameofgovernment.Itsfirstthreearticlesembodythedoctrineoftheseparationof
powers,wherebythefederalgovernmentisdividedintothreebranches:thelegislative,
consistingofthebicameralCongress(ArticleOne);theexecutive,consistingofthe
president(ArticleTwo);andthejudicial,consistingoftheSupremeCourtandother
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federalcourts(ArticleThree).ArticlesFour,FiveandSixembodyconceptsoffederalism,
describingtherightsandresponsibilitiesofstategovernments,thestatesin
relationshiptothefederalgovernment,andthesharedprocessofconstitutional
amendment.ArticleSevenestablishestheproceduresubsequentlyusedbythethirteen
Statestoratifyit.Itisregardedastheoldestwrittenandcodifiednationalconstitution
inforce.

FEATURES/CHARACTERISTICSOFTHEAMERICANCONSTITUTION

1. WrittenConstitution:Americanconstitutionisawrittenconstitutionframedin1787
andenforcedin1789.Itconsistsofsevenarticles;threeofthem relatedtostructure
andpowersofLegislative(Article1),Executive(Article2)andJudiciary(Article3)and
theotherfourdedicatedtopositionofstates(Article 4),modesofamendments(Article
5),supremacyofnationalpower(Article6)andratification(Article7).Italsoholdsthat
constitutionisthesupremelawoftheland.Articleoneisthelongestandcannotbe
amended.Likeotherconstitutions,italsoconsistsofpreamble;asinglesentencethat
introducesanddefinespurposeofthedocument.

2. RigidConstitution:Itisoneofthemostrigidconstitutionsintheworldwhichmeans
thatforamendingit,aspecialanddifficultprocedurehastobefollowed.Itconsistsof2
steps; ProposalforAmendment:Eithertwo-third(67%)ofboththehouses(Senateand
HouseofRepresentatives)shallproposeforamendmenttoconstitutionoronthe
applicationoflegislaturesoftwo-third(67%)statesshallcallaconventionforproposing
amendment.Andthesecondstepisthe RatificationofProposal:Theamendmentshall
beratifiedbythelegislaturesofthreefourth(75%)ofallstatesorbytheconventionof
threefourthofstates.ItisbecauseofthisrigiditythatAmericanconstitutionhasbeen
amendedonly27timesinover200years.

3. PopularSovereignty:InU.S,thepeoplerulei.e.theyhavedelegatedtheirpowersto
thegovernmentandthegovernmentowesitsauthoritytothewillofthepeople.The
principleofpopularsovereigntyisstatedinthePreambleofconstitutionas“wethe
people……..doordainandestablishthisconstitutionforUnitedStatesofAmerica.”

4. BicameralLegislature:TheconstitutionofUSAprovidesforbicamerallegislaturei.e.
twohousesinthecentre.AccordingtoArticle1,“Alllegislativepowersarevestedin
Congress.”Congressconsistsoftwohousesi.e.LowerHouseorHouseof
RepresentativesandtheUpperHouseorSenate.TheloweroneistheHouseof
Representativeswhichhas435memberswhoareelectedbythepeoplethroughadult
franchisemethodforaperiodoftwoyearsonpopulationbasisi.e.statewithlarger
populationgetsmoreseatsinthishousee.g.Californiahas53members.Theupper
houseisthe Senatewhosemembers(senators)areelectedbythestatelegislatures.
Eachstatehastwosenatorsmeaningthateachstatehastwovotesinsenate.These
senatorsareelectedforaperiodofsixyears.Thetotalnumberofsenatorsis100since
thereare50states.

5. SeparationofPowers:Thedoctrineofseparationofpowersdividespowerbetween
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thethreepillars/institutionsofgovernmenttopreventinterferenceofoneinstitutionin
theaffairsofanother.ThepowersaredividedamongCongress,Presidentandthe
Judiciary.Congress hasthepowertomakelawswhichoutlinegeneralpoliciesandset
certainstandards. President canenforce,executeandadministerlaw.Heisassistedby
hiscabinetbutis solely responsibleforallactionsofExecutivebranch.Judicial
Powers areexercisedbytheSupremeCourtwhichinterpretslawsanddecidedcases
andcontroversiesinconformitywiththelawandbythemethodsprescribedbylaw.

6. Checks&Balances:Thesystem ofChecksandBalanceslaiddownbytheseparation
ofpowerspreventsmisuseofpowers.Thepowersareprovidedinsuchawaythatit
providesacheckuponotherinstitutions.Forexamplethe Presidentcanvetoabill
passedbytheCongress.Thecongresscanpasslegislationoverpresident’svetobytwo
thirdsmajority.The PresidentalsohasthepowertoappointjudgesoftheSupreme
CourtsubjecttoapprovaloftheSenate.

7. Theconstitutionhasvestedthepowersof “JudicialReview” inSupremeCourt.
SupremeCourtcanapprove,rejectorreviewanyactiontakenbythePresidentorlaws
madebytheCongressasitdidin MarburyVsMadison Case.Allthiscreatesasystem
whichmakescompromisesnecessarywhichisasignofhealthydemocracy.Itprevents
theriseofdictatorsaswell.

8. FederalSystem:TheU.Sconstitutionprovidesforafederalsystem ofgovernment
whichmeansthatpowersaredividedamongcentre/federalgovernmentandthestates.
AccordingtoArticle1,thefederalgovernmenthasjurisdictionover18mattersand
residuarypowersarevestedinstates.Statesareautonomousbodiesandcentrecannot
meddleintheiraffairs.Incaseofconflict,SupremeCourtdecidesorsettlesthedispute.

9. PresidentialSystem:Theconstitutionprovidesforapresidentialform ofgovernment.
Article2providesthepowers,electionandtheirmattersrelatedtopresident.President
iselectedforaterm of4yearsandisnotanswerabletoCongressbutcannotdissolve
Congress.Hehasacabinettoassisthim inrunninghisexecutivepowers.

1o. Republicanism:Theconstitutioncallsforarepublicansystem withPresidentas
electedheadofthestate.Theconstitutionderivesitsauthorityfrom thepeopleandis
supremelawoftheland.Neithercentrenorstatescanoverrideit.

11. BillofRights:Thefirsttenamendmentstotheconstitutionarecalled“BillofRights”.
TheBORprovidesfortherightsofaperson’sproperty,liberty,freedom ofspeech,press,
religionandassembly.

12. DualCitizenship:Theconstitutionprovidesfordualcitizenship.Firstandforemost
everyoneisconsideredasacitizenofUnitedStatesandofthestatewhereheorsheis
domiciled.

13. System ofSpoils:Whenapresidentiselected,hedoesappointmentofpublic
offices.Ifinelections,Presidentelectedisoftheoppositionparty,hedismissesthe
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publicofficebearersandmakesfreshappointments.Underthissystem,acivilservant
appointedbyonepresidentonpoliticalconsiderationcannotretainhisofficewhenan
oppositionPresidentsecuresvictoryinpolls.

SampleQuestion

1.DescribethesalientfeaturesoftheConstitutionoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica
(USA).

AMERICANPRESIDENTSANDTHEIRPOLICIES

FRANKLINDELANOROOSEVELT(1933-1945)

FranklinDelanoRooseveltwasbornonJanuary30,1882athisparents'estateinHyde
Park,New York.Hisfather,James,wasacountrygentlemanwhomademoneyin
railroadsandcoal.Hismother,Sara,wasastrong-willedwomanwhoadoredheronly
childandremainedacentralfigureinhislifeuntilherdeathin1941.Roosevelttrained
asalawyerinHarvardUniversityandin1910,hejoinedactivepolitics.Hewaselected
totheNew YorksenateontheDemocraticPartyticket;hebecametheassistant
secretaryoftheUSNavyduringthetimeofWoodrowWilson.In1920hecontestedasa
vice-presidentbutfailedandin1928hewaselectedGovernorofNewYork.Asgovernor
hehelpedpeoplewhowereunemployedduringtheGreatEconomicdepressionwhich
beganin1929.

In1932hewaselectedthe32nd presidentofUSAandinhisinauguralspeechon4th

March1933;herestoredhopeamongthepeopleofAmericawhenhesaidthat“Firstof
all,letmeassertmyfirm beliefthattheonlythingwehavetofearisfearitself.”Hewas
amanwhokepthispromises.Heintroducedapolicyknownas‘NewDealPolicy’that
restoredhopetotheAmericansandturnedaroundtheeconomywithinahundred(100)
dayswhichuptodateareknownasa‘hundredflowerdays’.

THENEW DEALPOLICY(DomesticPolicyofFranklinDelanoRoosevelt)

New Dealpolicywasthedomesticprogram oftheadministrationofU.S.President
Franklin D.Rooseveltbetween 1933 and 1939,which tookaction to bring about
immediate economic reliefas wellas reforms in industry,agriculture,finance,
waterpower,labour,and housing,vastly increasing the scope of the federal
government’sactivities.Theterm wastakenfrom Roosevelt’sspeechacceptingthe
Democratic nomination for the presidency on July 2,1932.Reacting to the
ineffectiveness ofthe administration ofPresidentHerbertHooverin meeting the
ravages of the Great Depression, American voters the following November
overwhelminglyvotedinfavouroftheDemocraticpromiseofa“New Deal”forthe
“forgottenman.”OpposedtothetraditionalAmericanpoliticalphilosophyoflaissez-
faire(capitalism),theNew Dealgenerallyembracedtheconceptofagovernment-
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regulated economy aimed atachieving a balance between conflicting economic
interests.

TheNew DealpolicyinvolvedthegovernmentcontrollingsomeaspectsoftheUS
economyincludingbusinesses.ItwasatraditionalAmericanpolicytoleavebusinesses
tobeprivatelyownedandrunbutintheNewDealpolicy,governmentwastointervene
insomesectorsinordertomaketheeconomyfunction.TheNewDealpolicyaimedat
achievingsomegoals;toprovidereliefbydirectinghelptomillionsofAmericanswho
hadnofoodattheirhomes;toreform policiesinordertoavoidrepetitionofthepast
mistakesandindeedthispolicywassuccessfulthatafterthreemonths,thenewdeal
cometobeknownasaHundredFlowerDaysbecauseofthemiraclespeoplehad
witnessed.

ELEMENTSOFROOSEVELT’SNEW DEALPOLICY

TheNew dealPolicywasthedomesticpolicyofPresidentFranklinDelanoRoosevelt
whichheannouncedinJanuary1933whilemakinghisinauguralSpeechasAmerican
president.Itcontainedaseriesofreformsthatwerecarefullydesignedtomitigatethe
GreatEconomicDepressionthattheAmericaneconomywasengulfedinsince1929.
TheGreatdepressionhadmadeAmericanslosehopeintheireconomyanditwas
againstthisbackgroundthatthenew presidentcameupwithreformsthatwereto
restorehope.TheNew dealpolicywhichalmostcontradictedwithcapitalism hadthe
followingelements/components;

InMay,hesignedtheTennesseeValleyAuthorityActintolaw,creatingtheTennessee
ValleyAuthority(TVA)andenablingthefederalgovernmenttobuilddamsalongthe
TennesseeRiverthatcontrolledfloodingandgeneratedinexpensivehydroelectricpower
forthepeopleintheregion.

Thatsamemonth,Congresspassedabillthatpaidcommodityfarmers(farmerswho
producedthingslikewheat,dairyproducts,tobaccoandcorn)toleavetheirfieldsfallow
inordertoendagriculturalsurplusesandboostprices.

June’sNationalIndustrialRecoveryActguaranteedthatworkerswouldhavetheright
tounionizeandbargaincollectivelyforhigherwagesandbetterworkingconditions;it
alsosuspendedsomeanti-trustlawsandestablishedafederallyfundedPublicWorks
Administration.

InApril1935,hecreatedtheWorksProgressAdministration(WPA)toprovidejobsfor
unemployedpeople.WPAprojectsweren’tallowedtocompetewithprivateindustry,so
theyfocusedonbuildingthingslikepostoffices,bridges,schools,highwaysandparks.
TheWPAalsogaveworktoartists,writers,theaterdirectorsandmusicians.

InJuly1935,theNationalLaborRelationsAct,alsoknownastheWagnerAct,created
theNationalLaborRelationsBoardtosuperviseunionelectionsandprevent
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businessesfrom treatingtheirworkersunfairly.

InAugust,FDRsignedtheSocialSecurityActof1935,whichguaranteedpensionsto
millionsofAmericans,setupasystem ofunemploymentinsuranceandstipulatedthat
thefederalgovernmentwouldhelpcarefordependentchildrenandthedisabled.

EmergencyBankingAct- March9:FDRclosedallbanksassoonashewasinaugurated
tostopbankruns.Itwasenactedatgreatspeed.AspecialsessionofCongresspassed
thebillinseven-and-a-halfhours.ThisActallowedbankstoreopen once examiners
foundthem tobefinanciallysecure.Fivethousandbanksreopenedinthenextthree
days. 

GovernmentEconomyAct- March20:TheActcutthepayofgovernmentandmilitary
employeesby15percent.Itcutgovernmentspendingby25percent.The$1billion
savedwenttofinanceNewDealprograms.

Beer-WineRevenueAct- March22:Itlegalizedthesaleofbeerandwineandtaxed
alcoholsales,raisingfederalrevenue.TheBeer-WineRevenueActwasfollowedbythe
passageofthe21stAmendment,whicheffectivelyendedProhibition.

CivilianConservationCorps- April5:Theprogram hired3millionworkersoverthenext
10yearstoconservepublicland.Theyplantedforests,builtfloodbarriers,and
maintainedroadsandtrails.

AbandonmentofGoldStandard- April20:FDRstoppedarunonthepreciousmetal.He
orderedeveryone toexchangeallgoldfordollars. 

FederalEmergencyReliefAct - May12:Thisprogram fundedawidevarietyof jobs
in agriculture,thearts,construction,andeducation.

AgriculturalAdjustmentAct- May12:Thislegislationsubsidizedfarmerstoreduce
crops.Itdoubledcroppricesby1937.ItwasoverturnedbySupremeCourtin1936
becauseittaxedprocessorsbutgavefundstofarmers.Thatwasremediedin1938.

EmergencyFarm MortgageAct- May12: TheActprovidedloans tosave farmsfrom
foreclosure.

TennesseeValleyAuthorityAct- May18:Theprogram establishedafederalcorporation
thatbuiltpowerstationsintheTennesseeValley,thepoorestareainthenation.

SecuritiesAct- May27:Itrequiredcorporationsto provideinformationto investors
beforeissuingstock.

AbrogationofGoldPaymentClause- June5:Thegovernmentnolongerhadtorepay
dollarswithgold.
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HomeOwnersRefinancing Act- June13:TheactestablishedtheHomeOwnersLoan
Corporationthat refinancedmortgagestopreventforeclosures.Italsoprovided
additionalcapitaltomortgagelenders.Whenitclosedin1935,ithad refinanced1
millionhomes,whichwastheequivalentof20percentofall urbanmortgages.

Glass-SteagallBankingAct- June16:Thislawseparatedinvestmentbankingfrom retail
banking.Itpreventedretailbanksfrom usingdepositors'fundsforriskyinvestments.It
gavetheregulationof retailbankstotheFederalReserve,prohibitedbanksales
of securities,andcreatedthe FederalDepositInsuranceCorporation.TheActwas
repealedin1999bytheGramm-Leach-BlileyAct.

NationalIndustrialRecoveryAct - June16:Thislaborandconsumerlawsetupthe
PublicWorksAdministrationtocreatepublicworksjobs,like SanFrancisco'sGolden
GateBridgeandNewYorkCity'sTriboroughBridge. Thislawalsocreatedthe National
RecoveryAdministration.Itoutlawedchildlabor,establishedaminimum wageof$1.25,
andlimitedtheworkdaytoeighthours.Itgave tradeunionsthelegalrighttobargain
withemployers.It wasdeclaredunconstitutionalin1935.

EmergencyRailroadTransportationAct- June16:Thispieceoflegislationattemptedto
coordinatethenationalrailwaysystems.

CivilWorksAdministration-Nov.9:Createdthousandsofconstructionjobstoput
peopletowork.CongressendeditonMarch31,1934. 

GoldReserveAct -January30: FDRprohibitedprivategoldownership.He increasedthe
priceofgold to$35perounce,upfrom $20.67perouncewhereithadbeenfor100
years.Thatalmostdoubledthevalueofthegoldheld inFortKnoxfrom $4.033billion
to $7.348billion,makingtheUnitedStatestheworld'slargestownerofgold.

NationalHousingAct-June27:Thislawestablishedthe FederalHousing
Administration,whichprovidesfederalinsuranceformortgages.

SecuritiesExchangeAct –ThelawcreatedtheSecuritiesandExchangeCommission,
whichregulatesstocksandthestockmarket. 

FederalCommunicationsAct –TheActconsolidatedall federalregulationoftelephone,
telegraph,andradiocommunicationsunderthe FederalCommunicationsCommission.

ThegovernmentcameupwiththeBrainTrustprogramme.Thiswasabodyofscholars
andacademicianswho weregiventhedutyto analyzeanddiscusstheproblems
affectingthecountryandtoproposesolutionstothegovernment.

ThegovernmentcameupwithReliefpackagesinordertorestoreconfidenceinboth
consumersandproducers.

The governmentmade sure thatBanks and otherfinancialinstitutions started
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functioningagain.Thiswasintendedtorestoreconfidenceinthebankingsector.

Roosevelt’sadministrationcameupwiththecivilianconservationcorpsprogramme.
This was to provide jobs to the unemployed youths and they were to work in
conservationprojectslikeReforestation,fightingforestfireoutbreaks,andpreventionof
floodsamongothers.Thiswentalongwaytoreduceontheproblem ofunemployment
inthecountry.

Thegovernmentcameupwithaprogrammetoimproveontheconditionsofworkers
forinstanceallowingthem toform NationalLabourRelationssquadstosettleaffairsof
workers.

AprogrammewasputinplacetorehabilitatetheruralareasofAmericaandunderthis
programmethegovernmentintroducedcheapelectricityinadditiontocarryingupout
conservation,irrigation,andafforestationamongothers.

The presidentrequested the congress to allow him devaluate the Dollar.The
devaluationprocesspleasedmostpeoplebecauseinthelongrun,200milliondollars
wasgiventotheneedyclass.

RooseveltassignedjobstotherightpeopleinUSA.Inordertomakethissucceed,he
gotmenfrom ordinaryfieldsthatwereveryhardworkingtomanagethedifferent
sectorsoftheeconomy.

He came up with a Farmers’Reliefprogramme and underthis programme;the
governmenthelpedfarmerstoimproveontheirincomewhichhaddroppedbyfixing
pricesofagriculturalproducts.Andby1937,successhadbeenachievedbecausethe
farmers’incomesdoubled.

ROOSEVELT’SFOREIGNPOLICY
Intheperiodbetween1933and1939,PresidentFranklinDelanoRooseveltwasmore
concerneddomesticpoliciesinordertoputtheeconomytoorderonceagain.Thiswas
necessaryinordertopromotetheeconomicinterestsoftheAmericanslikewelfare.His
secondmajortaskwastochangetheAmericanForeignpolicyfrom Isolationism to
activeinvolvementinworldaffairs.ThiswasnecessaryinordertopromoteAmericans
interestsintheworld,gettingexternalmarketsamongothers.Howeverhismajor
problem wastheCongressand theAmericanswho werestillconservativeabout
Isolationism butRooseveltusedtacticstomakethem changealongwithhim and
between1936and1939hemadeAmericatoplaytheroleofneutralcountry.In1939,
heintroducedtheLend-LeaseprogrammetoenableAmericagivemoralandmaterial
supporttoothercountriesthatwereonthesideoftheAlliedPowersandby1945he
hadmadeAmericatoactivelyparticipateinworldaffairsandthisaffectedthewhole
world.

REASONSWHYAMERICAABANDONEDTHEPOLICYOFISOLATIONISM SINCE1941
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Isolationism wasatraditionalAmericanpolicyinforeignaffairswhichinvolvedthe
Americangovernmentstrictlyplayingadormantroleinworldaffairs.Thispolicycanbe
tracedfrom 1920whentheAmericangovernmentdeliberatelyoptedtoconcentrateon
internalmattersaffectingtheireconomyforinstanceshekeptoutoftheLeagueof
Nationsanddidnotparticipateininternationalconflictsofthe1930s.Howeverduring
theRooseveltAdministration,new demandsemergedwhichnecessitatedrevisingthe
policyofIsolationism.RooseveltstartedbymakingAmericaplayaneutralroleinthe
mid1930sbutin1939heintroducedtheLendandLeaseprogrammetoprovidemoral
andmaterialassistancetoalliedpowerswhilein1941,hemadeAmericatoofficially
jointheSecondworldwaronthesideofalliedPowers.Sincethen,allthesuccessive
Americanpresidentshavemaintainedthesamepolicyofactiveinvolvementinworld
politics.A number of factors have been advanced to explain the American
abandonmentofIsolationism;

1.Thechangeinleadershipfrom conservativeleaderswasthebeginningofshift
from Isolationism.America changed from conservative leaders like Herbert
HoovertoprogressiveandforesightedleaderslikeFranklinDelanoRoosevelt,
HarryTrumanandRonaldReaganamongotherswho realizedtheneedfor
Americato havedirectcontrolofinternationalaffairsinorderto thesolve
economicproblemsofthetime.

2.ThedesiretogetridofsurplusagriculturalproductsinUSA madePresident
FranklinDelanoRoosevelttoabandonthepolicyofisolationism.From 1939,
Americahadheavysurplusofagriculturaloutputwithnoalternativemarkets.
ThereforeactiveinvolvementinworldaffairswasnecessaryfortheAmerican
governmentgetnewexternalmarkets.

3.TheJapaneseattackonthePearlHarbourin1941madeUSAtoabandonthe
policyofisolationism.PearlHarbourwasanAmericanpossession(militaryBase)
locatedonHawaiiIslandanditwasattackedbytheJapaneseon7thDecember
1941.ThiswasindeedadirectattackontheUSA.ThereforetheRoosevelt
Administration,inanattempttodefendAmerica,declaredwaragainstJapanand
otherAxis powers on 8th December1941 thus abandoning the policy of
isolationism.

4.ThedesiretoprotectthefreeworldmadeUSAtoabandontheisolationpolicy.
From themid1930s,someaggressivepowershadtakenituponthemselvesto
aggresssmallstatesforexamplein1931and1937,JapanattackedChina,in135
Italyattacked EthiopiawhileGermanyattackedCzechoslovakiain1938and
Polandin1939.Theseveryaggressivepowersconstitutedthemselvesintothe
AxisPowersthatjeopardizedpeaceoftheFreeworldfrom September1939in
whatcameto beknownasWorldWarII.TheAmericangovernmentunder
PresidentFranklinRooseveltbecameconcernedaboutdefendingtheinnocent
countriesand restore orderin the world.Roosevelttherefore declared war
againstaxispowershenceabandoningthepolicyofIsolationism.
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5.Americanacquiredanew spiritofimperialism whichmadeherabandonthe
policyofIsolationism.WhereasAmericaneverparticipatedinthe19th Century
scrambleforcolonies,shelaterbecameinterested in acquiring spheresof
influenceinAsia,AfricaandEuropetodirectlyorindirectlycontrolsothatshe
couldbeabletoexploitthem bysellinghersurplusproducts.Besidesafterthe
2ndWorldWar,USAwasamajorcontestantinthecoldwarpoliticsandtherefore
shewantedsatellitestates.

6.The need to implementthe spiritofthe Atlantic Charterforced the US
governmenttoabandonIsolationism.TheAtlanticCharterwasissuedin1941by
FranklinDelanoRooseveltandPrimeMinisterWinstonChurchillofBritain.The
charterrecommendedthegrantingselfdeterminationandfreedom toallpeople
in the world.USA therefore wanted to supervise and ensure thatfreedom
continuedtoprevailasintendedbytheAtlanticCharter.ColonialMasterslike
Spain,Britain,andFrancehadtorespecttheCharter.Therefore,toenforcethe
implementationoftheCharter,USAabandonedthepolicyofIsolationism.

7.TheUSpositionasthenewcommanderoftheSecondWorldWarmadeherto
abandontheisolationpolicy.WhentheUSAjoinedthe2ndWorldWarin1941,the
AmericanGeneralDwightEisenhowerwasassignedtheresponsibilityofbeing
theoverallcommanderoftheAlliedforces.ThismeantthattheUSA hadto
produceaplaninordertowinthewarandthiswastobedoneinfullconsultation
withotherAlliedPowershenceshehadtoabandontheisolationpolicy.

8.ThelaunchingoftheMarshallAidPlan(MAP)in1947alsomadeAmericatogive
upwiththeisolationpolicy.Underthis,USAwastoextendhergenerosityto
Europeancountriesbygivingthem financialassistancetoatuneof12.5billion
dollarsfrom 1948tofacilitatetherecoveryoftheireconomies.Thereforethere
wasneedtoascertainandensurethattheaidgivenwasusedfortherightcause
andthosewhogotithadtocomeupwithdemocraticgovernmentsandwhile
thosewithcolonieshadtograntindependence.Thereforeinordertomeetthe
targetsofMAP,propersupervisionwasnecessaryandhencetheabandonment
ofIsolationism becameinevitable.

9.ThelaunchingofTrumanDoctrineorContainmentPolicymadetheUSA to
abandonherpolicyofisolationism.ThispolicywasannouncedbyPresident
HarryTrumanin1947attheheightoftheColdwartension.Itcalledforthe
Americangovernmentengaginginactivitiesmeanttopreventfurtherspreadof
communism intheworld.InordertoimplementthiscontainmentPolicy,theUS
governmentfounditselfengaginginanti-communistactivitiesaroundtheworld
e.g.from 1948,theTrumanAdministrationextendedfinancialassistancetothe
governmentsofTurkeyand Greeceagainstcommunistrebelsamong other
activitieshenceabandonmentofthepolicyofIsolationism.
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10.TheUScommitmentundertheNorthAtlanticTreatyOrganization(NATO)also
ledhertoabandontheisolationpolicy.InApril1949,USAcommittedherselfto
theNorthAtlanticTreatyalongsideCanadaandWesternEuropeancountries.
NATOwasacollectivedefensemechanism forcapitalistpowersandthusUSA
hadtodefendherallieswhichforcedhertoabandonthepolicyofIsolationism.

11.TheinitiationofMutualAssistanceAct(MAA)of1951madeAmericatoabandon
isolationpolicy.UnderthisAct,USAextendedfinancial,securityandexpertaidto
friendlycountriesandthisputherdirectlyintoinvolvementofworldaffairs.

12.The US commitmentto the United Nations Organization (UNO)made her
abandonthepolicyofisolationism.TheUS governmentwasinvolvedinall
processesthatledtotheemergenceoftheUNO in1945.Forinstanceshe
hostedtheSanFranciscoConferenceinCaliforniaatwhichtheUNOCharterwas
declared.USAwentaheadtobecomeapermanentmemberoftheUNSecurity
CouncilandalsoaccommodatedtheHeadquartersoftheUNOinNewYork.Such
aroleUSAplayedintheUNOwhichalsoextendedtothemaintenanceofworld
peaceandsecurityforhertoabandonthepolicyofIsolationism.

SUMMARYOFROOSEVELT’SFOREIGNPOLICIES

RooseveltalsointroducedtheLend-LeasepolicyunderwhichUSAextendedaidinform
ofmaterial,moralandfinancialtoAlliedPowersfightingagainstAxispowers.After
GermanydeclaredwarontheSovietUnionin1941,RooseveltextendedLend-Leaseto
theSovietUnionaswell.

Rooseveltwaseagerforlarge-scaletradewithRussia,andhopedforsomerepayment
ontheoldtsaristdebts.AftertheSovietspromisedtheywouldnotengageinespionage,
RooseveltusedpresidentialauthoritytonormalizerelationsinNovember1933.There
was howeverno progress on the debtissue.ManyAmerican businessmen had
expectedabonusintermsoflarge-scaletrade,butitnevermaterialized.

ThekeyforeignpolicyinitiativeofRoosevelt'sfirstterm wastheGoodNeighborhood
Policy,inwhichtheU.S.tookanon-interventioniststanceinLatinAmericanaffairs.
RooseveltintroducestheGood Neighborhood policyunderwhich closetieswere
establishedbetweenUSA and countries ofLatin America.Theywere cooperated
especiallyinculturalandeconomicmattersandthismadeAmericatodropisolation
policy.

AfterJapaninvadedChinaandGermanyinvadedPoland,Rooseveltprovidedaidto
China,BritainandtoFrance,butpublicopinionopposedtheuseoftheAmericanmilitary.
AftertheFallofFranceinJune1940,RooseveltincreasedaidtotheBritishandbegana
veryrapidbuild-upofairpower.

Inresponseto theJuly1941JapaneseoccupationofsouthernFrenchIndochina,
RooseveltexpandedatradeembargoonJapan.Afterattemptingtore-openoilexports,
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JapanlaunchedanattackontheU.S.fleetstationedatPearlHarbour.

Rooseveltcameupwithwarpolicy1941.ThisledAmericaintothe2nd WorldWar
followingtheJapaneseattackatPearlHarbour.Americadidnotonlyprovidecommand,
militarypersonnelbutalsoprovidedseveralresourcesinfightingtheAxispowersuntil
thewarendedin1945.

Rooseveltalso cameupwithapolicythatledto thebirthoftheUnitedNations
Organization(UNO).Rightform 1941aseriesofconferenceswereorganizedtosee
howbesttheLeagueofNationswastobereplacedbyamoreviableorganizationwhich
wouldbringaboutlastingpeaceandsecurity.Oneofsuchconferenceswasthe1941
AtlanticconferencethatledtotheissuanceofthefamousAtlanticCharterwhich
recommended the formation ofa new intergovernmentalorganization.Much as
RooseveltdiedinApril1945beforetheUNO wasofficiallyestablished,itwashis
initiative.

ReferenceQuestions
1.“Theonlythingyouneedtofearisfearitself”.Wasthisafairpromisetothe

AmericanpeoplebyPresidentRoosevelt?

2.WhyisFranklinDelanoRooseveltrememberedasoneofthegreatestpresident
inUSA?

3.How didRooseveltsolvetheproblem ofeconomicdepressionbetween1933
and1943?

4.ExaminetheforeignpoliciesofFranklinDelanoRooseveltbetween1933and
1945.

PRESIDENTHARRYS.TRUMAN(1945-1953)

HarryS.TrumanwasthefirstofthreechildrenborntoJohnAndersonTruman,afarmer
andmule(horse)trader,andhiswife,MarthaEllenTruman.HewasbornonMay8,
1884 in LamarMissouri.Truman grew up on the Familyfarm in Independence,
Missouri,anddidnotattendcollege.Heworkedinavarietyofjobsafterhighschool,
firstasatimekeeperforarailroadconstructioncompany,andthenasaclerkanda
bookkeeperattwoseparatebanksinKansasCity.Afterfiveyears,hereturnedto
farmingandjoinedtheNationalGuard.

WhenWorldWarIeruptedin1914,Trumanvolunteeredforduty.Hehelpedorganizehis
NationalGuardregiment,whichwasultimatelycalledintoserviceinthe129thField
Artillery.

Herosetothelevelofasenatorandin1944hebecametheRunning-matetoFranklin
DelanoRoosevelt.Onthe12thApril1945whenRooseveltdied,Trumanbecamethe33rd
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presidentofUSA.

Hebecamepresidentatthemosttryingtimesbecauseasavicepresident,helacked
experience.The2ndWorldWarhadtobewonandhehadtoprepareUSAforpeacetime
afterthewar.TheshadowofRooseveltwasstilllowinghightotheAmericans.Thusin
theperiodbetween1945and1948,TrumancontinuedwiththeNewDeal.Howeverhe
facedanumberofproblemswhichhehadtoaddressasseenbelow;

HehadtomakeaharddecisiononhowtoendtheWorldWarIIandwhileinameeting
inFebruary1945inCrimea(Yaltaconference),ithadbeenagreedthatRussiawasto
attackanddefeatJapanendingthewar.However,thiswouldmeanthatRussiawould
havemanyterritories.ThereforeTrumanusedanatomicbombagainstJapaninorder
tobringanimmediateendtoWorldWarIIthoughcreatingenemitywithJosephStalin

Trumanwasalsofacingtheproblem ofpeacetimeeconomy.Thewarhadsolvedthe
would beproblemsin USA likeunemploymentbutwhen itended in 1945,these
problemscroppedupagainandtherewerescarcityofgoods,unemploymentandsoin
ordertosolvethese,TrumancameupwithaCouncilofAdvisorswhohelpedhim to
stimulateeconomicgrowthwhichendedupcreatingJobsfortheunemployedpeople.

Theotherproblem wasaboutthesoldiersreturningfrom thewar.Manyofthem didnot
getjobsbecausetheywerenoteducatedandinordertosolvethisproblem,the
governmentspent3.5Billiondollarsoneducatingandtrainingtheseex-service men.

Therewasincreaseddemandforconsumergoodsandasasolutionthepresidenttried
toremovesomecontrolsbuttheCongressinsistedthatallcontrolsmustberemoved
andwhenhedidsothecostoflivingwentupandthisaffectedthemajorityofthepoor
peopleandthepresidentwasblamed.

Therewasaproblem oflabourstrikesespeciallyamongcoalandrailworkersbecause
ofthehighcostoflivingyettheirwagesremainedconstant.Andasawayofsolving
this,the governmenttook overthe mines and workers were forced to accept
governmentwages.

Truman was faced with the stubborn congress which was dominated by the
Republicans.Itwasdifficultforhim tocomplementmostoftheNewDealpolicies.

Therewasalsoneedtoaddressthecivilrights,libertiesandracialsegregation.In1946
hecameupwithaCommissionwhichsuggestedthatjobdiscriminationshouldendand
yetthisstandwasopposedbymostofthepeopleintheSouth.

DOMESTICPOLICIESOFHARRYS.TRUMAN1948-1952

Afterthe1948elections,Trumanlaunchedadomesticpolicyknownas“FairDeal”and
inhisownwordshesaid,
“Everysegmentofourpeopleandeveryindividualhasarighttoexpectafairdealfrom
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thisgovernment”.
ThisinvolvedfairtreatmenttoallAmericanssothatresourcescannotonlybeinthe
handsofthefew.ThemaincomponentsoftheFairDealwhichmadehisdomestic
policyincluded;

 Hewantedtoendracialsegregation

 Wanted hisgovernmenttoinvestmoneyineducation so thatboth childrenof
thepoorandrichcouldschoolup

 Wantedtosetuplowcosthousingprogramme

 Wantedtoendthesystem ofcentralizingtradeunions

 Wantedtoputasystem whereworkerswillhavejobsecurityandthiscould
protectworkersfrom unfairemployers.

 Wantedtoestablishnationalinsurancehealthplantobefundedbythefederal
government

Thesegoodpolicieswerehoweverfrustratedbythecongresswhichwasfullof
Republicanswhopreferredafreemarketsystem withnogovernmentinterference.

Generally,PresidentHarryS.TrumancarriedoutthefollowingDomesticpolicies;

1.TrumansupportedFDR'sNewDeal,aprogressiveandwide-ranginggovernment
initiativestocombattheGreatDepression.AsaDemocrat,Trumanbelievedthe
governmenthadanimportantroleinregulatingtheeconomyandprovidingwell-
beingtocitizens.

2.TrumanaskedFDR'scabinettoremaininplaceashesettledintothepresidency
thoughhehadlittleconfidenceinthem.Howeverbythespringof1946,hehad
replacedmanyofthoseofficialswithmenofhisownchoice.Truman's
appointees,however,werelargelyundistinguishedandcontributedlittletohis
presidency.Mostnotably,AttorneyGeneralJ.HowardMcGrathbecamethe
centerofacorruptionscandalwhichcutintoTruman'spopularity.

3.TrumanalsoinheritedRoosevelt'sstaffofpresidentialadvisers.Bythemid-
1940s,thePresident'sstaffincludedadministrativeassistants,appointments
andpresssecretaries,andcounselstothePresident.Severalwell-known
membersofFDR'steam—likeHarryHopkinsandpresssecretarySteveEarly—did
notjointheTrumanadministration.OtherRooseveltstaffers,likespecialcounsel
Sam RosenmanandbudgetdirectorHaroldSmith,continuedtoserveintheir
positionsforashorttime.
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4.Trumanplacedhisowntrustedconfidantesinkeystaffpositions.Hisoldfriend
CharlesRosscameonaspresssecretaryandSenateaideMatthewConnelly
becamethePresident'sappointmentssecretary.Thetwomostinvolvedstaffers
intheTrumanadministration,however,wereClarkCliffordandJohnSteelman.

5.HesignedtheEmploymentActof1946,whichbasicallygavethefederal
governmenttheresponsibilityoffightingunemployment.Underthisact,the
CouncilofEconomicAdvisors(CEA)wascreated.Thiscouncilprovidedthe
presidentwithinsightsintoeconomictrendsandconditions.

6.Hecameupwithaprogrammetostreamlinefederaladministrationwithanaim
ofimprovingonefficiency.InSeptember1947hecameupwiththeNational
DefenceActandundertheActtheUSnavy,Airforceandinfantryweretobe
undertheDepartmentofDefence.

7. TheCentralIntelligenceAgency(CIA)wassetupinordertocollectsecret
informationaboutthesecurityofAmericaasacountry.

8.Trumancameupwithprogram calledthe''FairDeal''.TheFairDealconsistedof
anationalhealthcareprogram,federalaidforeducation,araisedminimum wage,
publichousingprojects,progressivetaxation,andotherinitiativesin-linewith
liberalpolitics.MostoftheFairDealwashoweverrejectedbyCongress.Theonly
partofitthatbecamelawwastheHousingActof1949,whichincreasedthe
constructionofpublichousingandgovernmentinvolvementinthemortgage
process.

9.Trumantookastrongstanceinfavorofcivilrights.In1947,hisadministration
producedadetailedreportcallingforcivilrightsreform.Hesetupcommitteesto
investigateracialdiscriminationanddevelopsolutionstolong-standingracial
issues.Therewasoneproblem,however:manySouthernDemocratsdidnot
supportcivilrights.
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10.Inthesummerof1947,TrumanbecamethefirstPresidenttoaddressthe
NationalAssociationfortheAdvancementofColouredPeople(NAACP),to
whom hedeclaredhisfullsupportofAfrican-Americancivilrights.Speakingtoa
crowdof10,000people,Trumandeclaredthat

"TheonlylimittoanAmerican'sachievementshouldbehisability,hisindustry,andhis
character."
Healsoannouncedthathewouldissueexecutiveorderstodesegregatethearmed
forcesandtoprohibitdiscriminationinthecivilservice.

THEFOREIGNPOLICIESOFPRESIDENTTRUMAN
PresidentHarryTrumanisrememberedtohaveended2nd WorldWar.Hecameto
powerinApril1945andinMay1945heledAlliedPowerstovictorywithdefeatofthe
AxispowersafterthedeathofBenitoMussolini.TheGermanleaderAdolfHitleralso
committedsuicideandthereafterGermanysurrendered.However,Japanhadrefusedto
surrenderandon6thand9thAugust1945,Trumanusedatomicbombonthetwocities
ofHiroshimaandNagasakirespectivelyandover160000JapanesediedandJapan
unconditionallysurrenderedinfearofanotherbombing.

TrumancompletedtheworkofdraftingtheUNOcharter.AftertheFebruary1945Yalta
conference,anothermeeting washeld atSan Francisco on 26th June1945.This
meetingwaschairedbyPresidentTrumantofinishtheworkstartedbyRoosevelt.
Thereforeon26thJune1945,50Nationssignedthecharterandon28thJuly1945,itwas
approvedbytheUSCongress.TheUNO officiallystartedoperatingon24thOctober
1945.

PresidentTrumancameupwiththeeconomicaidprogrammeforEuropeafterWorld
WarII.ThisprogrammemainlybenefitedthewesternEuropeancountriesthoughitwas
opposedbytheSovietUnionandsherefusedhersatellitestatestobenefitfrom this
programme.Thisprogram wasknownastheMarshallAidPlan(MAP)whichwas
announcedin1947anditwasintendedtohelpcountriesloyaltocapitalism.The
followingyear(1948),12.5billiondollarsweredisbursedtoWesternEuropeancountries.

TrumanalsocameupwiththeContainmentPolicy(TrumanDoctrine)in1947.This
wasaresponsetothecoldwarthatmanifesteditselfwhencommunism wasbeing
spreadtoEasternEurope.Heestablishedthispolicyandhesaid
“WeshallcontainRussia,untilshechangesfrom beingourenemyandbecomeour

partner”.Thiswasanextensivepolicytodealwithcommunism firmly.

TrumanalsodealtwiththeGermanyQuestion.ThedefeatedGermanywasdividedinto
four(4)zonestocorrespondthefourAlliedpowers.Thiswasatemporaryarrangement.
However,whentheSovietUnionunderJosephStalindecidedtosetuptheBerlin
blockadein1948-49,USA,Franceand Britainwithoutconsulting theSovietUnion
mergedtheirthree(3)occupationalzonesandsetuptheFederalRepublicofGermany
(WestGermany).
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TrumangotinvolvedinJapanbyfirstbombingHiroshimaandNagasakiandthereafter
theUSmadesurethatJapandonotfallpreytocommunism.ThereforeTrumansent
GeneralDouglasMcArthurtogovernJapanafterthewar.Heintroducedpoliticaland
economicpoliciessimilartothoseofAmericaandmuchlaterin1951;USandJapan
signedtheSanFranciscoTreatythatendedtheUSoccupationofJapan.

TrumangotinvolvedintheChinesecivilwar.ThecivilwarinChinahadbeengoingon
since1927betweenthepro-capitalistKMTgovernmentledbyChiangKaiShekand
communistrebelsledbyMaotseTung.WhenTrumanassumedthepresidency,he
continued sponsoring the Kuomintang (KMT)underChiang KaiShek againstthe
communistRebels.WhentheKuomintangwasdefeatedbyMaotseTung’scommunist
rebels,Trumanrefusedtorecognizethenew governmentbutinsteadhecontinued
backingtheKuomintangwho tookrefugeinTaiwan.Thisspoiledtherelationship
betweenChinaandUSA.

ReferenceQuestions
1.ExaminethecontributionsofPresidentHarryTrumantotheUnitedStatesof

Americabetween1945and1952

2.TowhatextentwasHarryTrumanresponsibleforthedevelopmentofcoldwar?

3.AssessimpactofUSaidonEuropebetween1939and1970

PRESIDENTDWIGHTEISENHOWER(January1953–January1961)

Eisenhowerwas born on October14,1890,in Denison,Texas,to David Jacob
Eisenhowerand Ida Elizabeth StoverEisenhower.In 1911,Eisenhowerlanded an
appointmentattheUnitedStatesMilitaryAcademyinWestPoint,New York,where
attendancewasfreeofcharge.In1915,Eisenhowerproudlygraduatedfrom WestPoint
andwascommissionedasasecondlieutenant.In1942,hewaspromotedtoMajor
General.Justmonthslater,hebecamecommander-in-chiefoftheAlliedForcesandled
“Operation Torch”,theAllied invasion ofNorth Africa.DwightD.Eisenhowerwas
appointed U.S.Armychiefofstaffin 1945.He became the firstSupreme Allied
CommanderoftheNorthAtlanticTreatyOrganization(NATO)in1951.In1952hewas
electedU.S.34thpresidentdefeatingtheDemocraticPartycandidateStevensonAdlai.
HeservedtwotermsbeforeretiringtoGettysburgin1961.

THEDOMESTICPOLICIESOFDWIGHTEISENHOWER

PresidentEisenhower’sdomesticpolicywasknownas“ModernRepublicanism”which
meantthatthe federalgovernmentwould reduce participation in providing social
services and managementof the economy.Under Modern Republicanism the
governmentwastodothefollowing;

 Toreduceexpenditure
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 Toencourageafreemarketeconomy

 Tomakethestatetakeovertheresponsibilitiesofsocialserviceslikehealth
educationandhousing

 Tocomeupwithabalancedbudget

 Tocuttaxes

 Tosolvetheproblem ofthespreadofcommunism

 ToendRedtapeBureaucracy.

THEIMPLEMENTATIONOFMODERNREPUBLICANISM

TheUSA wastocontinuewithitsinternationalobligationshowevertheAllieswere
expected to make financialcontributions in matters ofcontaining communism,
maintaining peace and security.This was to help USA reduce hergovernment
expenditurewithaviewtocomeupwithabalancedbudget.

Thepresidentendedwageandpricecontrolsystem.Here-introducedafreemarket
economy.However,thisledtounemploymentinUSA.Hisgovernmentwascriticizedfor
neglectingthemedicalcare,thepoorandtheold.

Heintroduced theFederalGriffin Actand underthislaw,thegovernmentfought
corruptionandcommunism.Thislaw authorizedtheFederalBureauofInvestigations
(FBI)toinvestigatepublicofficersandministerssuspectedofcorruption.Outofthis
effort,pressadvisorB.Adam wascaught.

He setup a programme to cutdown military expenditure which was done by
withdrawingthe7thfleetwhichwasguardingTaiwanagainstRedChina.Thishelpedthe
governmenttoguardagainstdeficitfinancing.

Hetriedtorestoreresponsibilityandmoralityinthepublicservice.Civilservantsfound
tobelackinginbehaviorandcharacterlikethosewhohadtakentodrunkardness,drug
abuse,mentalillness,andthoseinvolvedinsexualscandalsweredismissed.

Eisenhower attempted to solve the civilrights problem in order to stop the
discriminationoftheblacks,RedIndiansandotherraces.Itwasduringhisreignthat
theSupremeCourtruledthatdiscriminationshouldendimmediatelyinpublicplaces
likeschools.However,hemetresistanceespeciallyfrom theSouthernstatesthatwere
determinedtocontinuesegregatingAfricanAmericans.Forinstancetherewasacase
ofrefusingtoallowBlackstudentsinLittleRockhighschoolinArkansaswhichledto
theLittleRockcrisisof1957.

Hisotherdistinctionincludedsigningthe1957CivilRightsActandsettingupa
permanentCivilRightsCommission.Thiswasthefirstcivilrightsbillsince
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Reconstruction.However,Congressamendedthebillandcriticallyweakenedits
effectiveness.

EisenhowerinitiatedthefederalHighwayprogrammeof1956.Eisenhowerchampioned
andsignedabillthatauthorizedtheInterstateHighwaySystem in1956.Hejustifiedthe
projectthroughtheFederalAidHighwayActof1956asessentialtoAmericansecurity
duringtheColdWar.Itwasbelievedthatlargecitieswouldbetargetsinapossiblewar,
so the highways were designed to facilitate theirevacuation and ease military
maneuvers. Underthisprogrammethegovernmentspentalotofmoneytocomeup
witharoadnetworktolinkupmajorcitieswhichboostedthesaleofautomobilesandit
becamethemainmeansoftransportforthe1sttimeinUSA.

HeestablishedAlaskaandHawaiiasstateswithinthefederation(USA).Themost
remarkableachievementofEisenhowerwastomakeUSAlargerwhennewstateswere
addedtotheUnionandtheyincludedAlaskaandHawaiiandthisexpandedtheUnionto
50states.

Eisenhowerwasadditionallyresponsible forsigning the billto form the National
AeronauticsandSpaceAdministration(NASA).InresponsetoUSSR’sSputnikI,a
spacecraftthatwaslaunchedinOctober1957toorbittheearth,Eisenhowercreated
NASAasacivilianspaceagencyinOctober1958,signedalandmarkscienceeducation
law,andimprovedrelationswithAmericanscientists.

EisenhowerbalancedtheAmericanbudget,notjustoncebutthreetimes.Despitemuch
pressuretodootherwise,healsorefusedtocuttaxesandraisedefencespending.His
fiscalpolicycontributedtotheprosperityofthe1950's.

HekeptAmericaatpeacethroughouthistenure.Eisenhowerwasconfrontedwithmajor
ColdWarcriseseveryyearhewasinoffice:Korea,Vietnam,Formosa,Suezcrisis,
Hungary,Berlin,andtheU-2incident.WhilemorethanonceAmericaseemedonthe
brinkofwar,Eisenhoweralwayskeptalevelhead.Hedealtcalmlyandrationallywith
eachsituation,alwaysfindingasolutionthatavoidedwarwithoutdiminishingAmerica's
prestige.

However,thegreatGeneralleftofficeaccusedofpooreconomicpoliciesduringthe2nd

term ofoffice.Heisrememberedforunemploymentandneglectingthepoor.

FOREIGNPOLICIES

Hisforeignpolicywasaffectedbytheproblem ofcontinuouswarsoutsideAmerica
whichincludedtheKoreanWar,theIndo-Chinawarsandthe1956SuezCanalwar
amongothers.Therefore,hisforeignpolicyincludedthefollowing;

HeinheritedtheKoreanwarof1950-1953whichwascausedbyhispredecessor.In
July1953heinitiatedanarmisticethatendedthewarthoughitcostUSA around
140000livesandover250BillionDollars.Besides,USAfailedtogettotalvictoryand
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thiswasadisappointmenttothecapitalistworld.InJuly1953,anarmisticetookeffect
withKoreabeingdividedalongapproximatelythesameboundary(38thparallel)asin
1950.Thearmisticeandboundaryremainineffectuptotoday.Thisarmisticethat
endedtheKoreanWarhasbeenviewedasthegreatestachievementoftheEisenhower
administrationinforeignaffairs.

TheEisenhoweradministrationcontinuedwiththeTrumanadministration'spolicyof
containmentwhichcalledfortheUnitedStatestopreventthespreadofCommunism to
newstates.

Eisenhower'sNewLookdefencepolicystressedtheimportanceofnuclearweaponsas
adeterrenttomilitarythreats,andtheUnitedStatesbuiltupastockpileofnuclear
weaponsandnucleardeliverysystemsduringEisenhower'spresidency.

EisenhoweralsoinheritedtheVietnam Warof1946-1954(firstphase).TheVietnamese
wantedtogetindependencefrom FranceandtheyweresupportedbyChinaandUSSR.
SotherewasfearthatVietnam wouldbecomeasovietsatellitestateandtherefore
whenEisenhowercametopower,hecontinuedtosponsor8%ofthetotalcostofthe
Vietnam War.However,atthebattleofDienBienPhu,Francewasdefeatedwhile
Americantroopswerecapturedandmanyothersdied.TheEisenhoweradministration
playedaroleinthepartitionofVietnam atthe1954GenevaConference,andtheU.S.
subsequentlydirectedaidtothenewly-formedcountryofSouthVietnam.

EisenhowercameupwiththeprogrammeofSouthEastAsianTreatyOrganization
(SEATO)whichwasto containthespread ofcommunism inSouthEastAsia.In
September1954SEATOwasestablishedatManila,PhilippinesbyBritain,France,and
NewZealandamongothercountries.

EisenhowertriedtoreducethenuclearwarthreatsusingtheGenevaspirit.Atthistime,
thetwosuperpowers(USAandUSSR)haddevelopedandaccumulatedalotofdeadly
nuclearweaponswhichthreatenedworldpeace.Hesuggestedthatthemostimportant
moveundertheGenevaspiritwastoconvinceNikitaKhrushchevtosignapeacetreaty.

TherewasamajoruprisingthatbrokeoutinHungaryin1956;buttheEisenhower
administrationdidnotbecomedirectlyinvolved,butcondemnedtheSovietmilitary
response.Aspartofamovetowardsdétente,Eisenhowersoughttoreachanuclear
testbantreatywiththeSovietUnion,butthe1960U-2incidentderailedaColdWar
summitinParis.

HehadastrongpolicytowardstheMiddleEastwherehewithdrew financialsupport
from AswanHighdam projecttodisciplineGammalAbdelNasserofEgypt.Thiswas
becauseofPresidentNasser’sleaningtowardstheEast(USSR).Eisenhowerhowever
triedtomaintainfriendshipwithArabsyetatthesametimeprotectingIsrael.

In 1956,Egyptian PresidentGammalAbdelNassernationalized the Suez Canal,
sparkingofftheSuezCrisis,inwhichacoalitionofFrance,Britain,andIsraeltook
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controlofthecanal.Concerned abouttheeconomicand politicalimpactsofthe
invasion,EisenhowerpressurizedBritainandFrancetowithdraw.

Inaddition,hecameupwiththeEisenhowerDoctrineof1956andunderitthepresident
wasallowedtouseforceanywhereintheMiddleEastagainstanycountrycontrolled
bycommunism.Thedoctrinealsoadvancedtheview thatanycountryintheMiddle
EastcouldrequestAmericaneconomicassistanceoraidfrom U.S.militaryforces
againstcommunism.

TheCubanRevolutionbrokeoutduringEisenhower'ssecondterm,resultinginthe
replacementofapro-U.S.PresidentFulgensio Batistawith FidelCastro,aknown
communist.Inresponsetotherevolution,theEisenhoweradministrationbroketieswith
CubaandbeganpreparationsforaninvasionofCubabyCubanexiles,ultimately
resultinginthefailedBayofPigsInvasionafterEisenhowerhadleftoffice.

TheColdWarescalatedduringhispresidency.WhentheSovietUnionsuccessfully
testedahydrogenbombinlateNovember1955,Eisenhowerdecidedtoinitiatea
disarmamentproposaltotheSoviets.Inanattempttomaketheirrefusalmoredifficult,
heproposedthatbothsidesagreetodedicatefissionable(nuclear)materialawayfrom
weaponsto peacefulusessuchaspowergeneration.Thisapproachwaslabeled
"AtomsforPeace".

On1May1960,aUnitedStatesU-2spyplanewasshotdownbytheSovietAirDefence
ForceswhileperformingphotographicaerialreconnaissancedeepintoSovietterritory.
TheU-2plane,flownbypilotFrancisGaryPowers,washitbyanS-75Surface-to-air
missileandcrashednearSverdlovsk.FrancisGaryPowersparachutedsafelybuthe
wascaptured.TheincidentoccurredduringthepresidencyofDwightD.Eisenhower
whowasforcedtoadmitthemission'struepurposeaftertheSovietgovernment
producedthecapturedpilotandpartsoftheU-2'ssurveillanceequipment.Thiscaused
greatembarrassmenttotheUnitedStatesandpromptedamarkeddeteriorationinits
relationswiththeSovietUnion.FrancisGaryPowerswasconvictedofespionageand
sentencedtothreeyearsofimprisonmentplussevenyearsofhardlaborbutwas
releasedtwoyearslateron10th February1962duringaprisonerexchangeforSoviet
officerRudolfAbel.

THECIVILRIGHTSMOVEMENTINTHEUSA

Thecivilrightsmovementwasastruggleforsocialjusticethattookplacemainlyduring
the1950sand1960sforblacksandotherdisadvantagedgroupstogainequalrights
underthelaw intheUnitedStates.WhereastheAmericanCivilWarhadofficially
abolishedslavery,itdidn’tenddiscriminationagainstblacks—theycontinuedtoendure
thedevastatingeffectsofracism,especiallyintheSouth.Bythemid-20thcentury,
AfricanAmericanshadhadmorethanenoughofprejudiceandviolenceagainstthem.
They,alongwithmanywhites,mobilizedandbegananunprecedentedfightforequality
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thatspannedtwodecades.

TheNationalAssociationfortheAdvancementofColoredPeople(NAACP)wasthe
firstcivilrightsorganizationintheUnitedStates,formedin1909asabi-racialendeavor
toadvancejusticeforAfricanAmericansbyagroupincluding;W.E.B.DuBois,Mary
WhiteOvington,MoorfieldStoreyandIdaB.Wells.Itsmissionwas;"toensurethe
political,educational,social,andeconomicequalityofrightsofallpersonsandto
eliminaterace-baseddiscrimination."Itsactivitiesincludedpoliticallobbying,publicity
effortsandlitigationstrategiesdevelopedbyitslegalteam.Thegroupenlargedits
missioninthelate20thcenturybyconsideringissuessuchaspolicemisconduct,the
statusofblackforeignrefugeesandquestionsofeconomicdevelopment.

PriortoWorldWarII,mostblackswerelow-wagefarmers,factoryworkers,and
domesticservants.Bytheearly1940s,war-relatedworkwasbooming,butmostblacks
werenotgiventhebetterpayingjobs.Theywerealsodiscouragedfrom joiningthe
military.

AfterthousandsofblacksthreatenedtomarchonWashingtonDCtodemandequal
employmentrights,PresidentFranklinD.RooseveltissuedExecutiveOrder8802on
June25,1941.ItopenednationalDefencejobsandothergovernmentjobstoall
Americansregardlessofrace,creed,colorornationalorigin.

BlackmenandwomenservedheroicallyinWorldWarII,despitesufferingsegregation
anddiscriminationduringtheirdeployment.TheTuskegeeAirmenbroketheracial
barriertobecomethefirstblackmilitaryaviatorsintheU.S.ArmyAirCorpsandearned
morethan150DistinguishedFlyingCrosses.Yetmanyblackveteransmetwith
prejudiceuponreturninghome.

AstheColdWarbegan,PresidentHarryTrumaninitiatedacivilrightsagenda,andin
1948issuedExecutiveOrder9981toenddiscriminationinthemilitary.Theseevents
helpedsetthestageforgrass-rootsinitiativestoenactracialequalitylegislationand
incitethecivilrightsmovement.

OnDecember1,1955,a42-year-oldwomannamedRosaParksfoundaseatona
Montgomery,Alabamabusafterwork.Segregationlawsatthetimestatedblacksmust
sitindesignatedseatsatthebackofthebus,andParkshadcomplied.Whenawhite
mangotonthebusandcouldnotfindaseatinthewhitesectionatthefrontofthebus,
thebusdriverinstructedParksandthreeotherblackstogiveuptheirseats.Parks
refusedandwasarrested.Aswordofherarrestignitedoutrageandsupport,Parks
unwittinglybecamethe“motherofthemoderndaycivilrightsmovement.”Black
communityleadersformedtheMontgomeryImprovementAssociation(MIA)ledby
BaptistministerMartinLutherKingJr.,arolewhichwouldplacehim atthecenterinthe
fightforcivilrights.

Parks’courageincitedtheMIAtostageaboycottoftheMontgomerybussystem.The
MontgomeryBusBoycottlasted381days.OnNovember14,1956theSupremeCourt
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ruledthatsegregatedseatingwasunconstitutional. 

In1954,thecivilrightsmovementgainedmomentum whentheUnitedStatesSupreme
CourtmadesegregationillegalinpublicschoolsinthecaseofBrownv.Boardof
Education.Thiswasalandmarkinthestruggleforcivilrightsbecauseitwastomark
theendofsegregationinschoolsandotherpublicplaces.

OnSeptember3,1957,nineblackstudents,knownastheLittleRockNine,arrivedat
CentralHighSchoolinLittleRocktobeginclassesbutwereinsteadmetbythe
ArkansasNationalGuardonordersofGovernorOrvalFaubusandascreaming,
threateningmobofracists.TheLittleRockNinetriedagainacoupleofweekslaterand
madeitinside,buthadtoberemovedfortheirsafetywhenviolenceensued.

Finally,PresidentDwightD.Eisenhowerintervenedandorderedfederaltroopstoescort
theLittleRockNinetoandfrom classesatCentralHighschool.Still,thestudentsfaced
continuedharassmentandprejudice.

OnSeptember9,1957,PresidentEisenhowersignedtheCivilRightsActof1957into
law,thefirstmajorcivilrightslegislation sinceReconstruction.Itallowed federal
prosecutionofanyonewhotriedtopreventsomeonefrom voting.Italsocreateda
commissiontoinvestigatevoterfraud.

OnMay24,1961,agroupofFreedom RidersreachedJackson,Mississippi.Thoughmet
withhundredsofsupporters,thegroupwasarrestedfortrespassingina“whites-only”
facilityandsentencedto30daysinjail.Attorneys(lawyers)fortheNationalAssociation
fortheAdvancementofColored People(NAACP)broughtthematterto theU.S.
SupremeCourt,whoreversedtheconvictions.Hundredsofnew Freedom Riderswere
drawntothecause,andtheridescontinued.

Arguablyoneofthemostfamouseventsofthecivilrightsmovementtookplaceon
August28,1963:theMarchonWashington.Itwasorganizedandattendedbycivil
rightsleaderssuchasA.PhilipRandolph,BayardRustinandMartinLutherKingJr.More
than200,000people,blackandwhite,congregatedinWashingtonD.Cforapeaceful
marchwiththemainpurposeofforcingcivilrightslegislationandestablishingjob
equalityforeveryone.ThehighlightofthemarchwasKing’sspeechinwhichhe
continuallystated,“Ihaveadream…”King’s“IHaveaDream”speechquicklybecamea
sloganforequalityandfreedom.

PresidentLyndonB.JohnsonsignedtheCivilRightsActof1964,alegislationinitiated
byPresidentJohnF.Kennedybeforehisassassination.ItwassignedintolawonJuly2
ofthatyear.Kingandothercivilrightsactivistswitnessedthesigning.Thelaw
guaranteedequalemploymentforall,limitedtheuseofvoterliteracytestsandallowed
federalauthoritiestoensurethatallpublicfacilitieswereintegrated.
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WhenPresidentJohnsonsignedtheVotingRightsActintolawonAugust6,1965,he
tooktheCivilRightsActof1964severalstepsfurther.Thenewlawbannedallvoter
literacytestsandprovidedfederalexaminersincertainvotingjurisdictions.Italso
allowedtheattorneygeneraltoconteststateandlocalpolltaxes.Asaresult,polltaxes
werelaterdeclaredunconstitutionalinHarperv.VirginiaStateBoardofElectionsin
1966.

Thecivilrightsmovementhadtragicconsequencesfortwoofitsleadersinthelate
1960s.OnFebruary21,1965,OrganizationofAfro-AmericanUnityfounderMalcolm X
wasassassinatedatarally.OnApril4,1968,civilrightsleaderandNobelPeacePrize
recipientMartinLutherKingJr.wasassassinatedathishotelroom’sbalcony.
Emotionally-chargedlootingandriotsfollowed,puttingevenmorepressureonthe
Johnsonadministrationtopushthroughadditionalcivilrightslaws.

TheFairHousingActbecamelawonApril11,1968,justdaysafterKing’sassassination.
Itprohibitedhousingdiscriminationbasedonrace,sex,nationaloriginandreligion.It
wasalsothelastlegislationenactedduringthecivilrightsera.

Thecivilrightsmovementwasanempoweringyetprecarioustimeforblacksin
America.Theeffortsofcivilrightsactivistsandcountlessprotestorsofallraces
broughtaboutlegislationtoendsegregation,blackvotersuppressionand
discriminatoryemploymentandhousingpractices.

ReferenceQuestion
1.HowsuccessfulwasthecivilrightsmovementintheUnitedStatesofAmerica

(USA)by1970?

THELITTLEROCKCRISISOF1957INUSA

LittleRockisthecapitalcityofArkansas,the25thstatethatjoinedtheAmericanUnion.
ThenameArkansascomesfrom anIndianwordwhichmeansLandofthedownstream.
Itisabeautifullandwithmountains,valleys,thickforestandfertileplains.Thestategot
itsnickname,“thelandofopportunity”becauseofitsmanyfactories,mineralsandrich
naturalresources.ItisalsoknownastheNaturalstate.
MillionsoftouristsvisitArkansaseveryyearbecausetheyareattractedbythebeautiful
lakesandfishingiscomfortablydone.Arkansasisalsofamousforherspringwater
withmanypeoplebelievingthatit’sacuretosomediseases.Italsohasthelargest
springinUSAknownastheMammothspring.

Inthisrichenvironment,therewaschaosaround1957whenPresidentEisenhower
clashedwiththegovernorofArkansasOrvalEugeneFaubus.Thepresidentwasin
supportofending racialdiscriminationin publicplacesasitwasordered bythe
supremecourtofUSAbutthegovernorwasinafavourofracism.Thisbroughtinthe
integrationofblackstudentsintheCentralHighschoolandtheGovernorwentaheadto
usetheArkansasNationalGuardtostopthenineblackstudents(LittleRockNine)from
enteringtheschool.Thisbroughtinrebellionthatresultedintothecrisis.
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Inordertosolvetheproblem,thepresidentaskedthecongresstoallowhim involvethe
USarmysoastoendtherebellion.Aftergettingpermission,PresidentEisenhower
turned theArkansasNationalGuard into US armyand ordered them enforcethe
supremecourtorder.Thisendedthestandingconflictbetweenthepresidentand
Governor.

Itallstartedwhenschoolofficialsinterviewedapproximatelyeighty(80)blackstudents
forCentralHighSchool,thelargestschoolinLittleRockcityArkansas. Onlyninewere
selectedandtheseincluded;MelbaPatillo Beals,ElizabethEckford, ErnestGreen,
Gloria RayKarlmark,Carlotta WallsLanier,Terrence Roberts,Jefferson Thomas,
MinnijeanBrownTrickey,andThelmaMothershedWair. Theylaterbecameknown
aroundtheworldasthe“LittleRockNine.” LittleRockcivilrightsactivistDaisyLee
Batesservedastheirspokespersonandorganizer.

Althoughskepticalaboutintegratingaformerlywhites-onlyinstitution,theninestudents
arrivedatCentralHighSchoolonSeptember4,1957,lookingforwardtoasuccessful
academicyear.Instead,theyweregreetedbyanangrymobofwhitestudents,parents,
andcitizensdeterminedtostopintegration.

Inadditiontofacingracialrejectionandphysicalthreatsfrom thecrowd,Arkansas
Governor OrvalEugene Faubus had intervened,ordering about270 soldiersofthe
ArkansasNationalGuardtoblockthenineAfricanAmericanstudentsfrom enteringthe
school.Facedwithnootherchoice,the“LittleRockNine”abandonedtheirattemptto
attendclassesthatmorning.CentralHighSchoolsoonbecamethecenterofnational
debateabout civilrights,racialdiscriminationandstates’rights.

OnSeptember20,1957,FederalJudgeRonaldDaviesorderedGovernorFaubusto
removetheNationalGuardfrom theCentralHighSchool’sentranceand to allow
integrationtotakeitscourseinLittleRock.GovernorFaubuswithdrew theNational
Guard,butanangrycrowdofmorethan1,000protesterssurroundedtheschoolon
September23,thenexttimetheninestudentsattemptedtobeginclasses.Although
theyhadgainedaccessthroughasideentrance,thepolicefearedfortheirsafety,and
evacuatedthestudents.

President DwightEisenhower dispatchednearly1,000paratroopersandfederalizedthe
10,000ArkansasNationalGuardtroopstoensurethattheschoolwouldbeopentothe
ninestudents. OnSeptember25,1957,the“LittleRockNine”returnedtoCentralHigh
Schoolandwereenrolled. Unitsofthe UnitedStatesArmy remainedattheschoolfor
therestoftheacademicyeartoguaranteetheirsafety.

THECAUSESOFTHELITTLECRISISOF1957

TheLittleRockcrisiswasachaoticmomentthateruptedinLittleRock,thecapitalof
Arkansasfollowingtherefusaltoallownine(9)AfricanAmericanstudentsalsoknown
as“LittleRockNine”from enteringCentralHighSchool.TheLittlerockNinehadbeen
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admitted in thisprestigiouswhiteschoolaspartoftheprocessofending racial
segregationinschoolsbutonthe1stschooldayon4th September1957,theywere
greetedbyamobofwhiteracistsandabout270soldiersoftheArkansasNational
GuardwhoweredeployedbyArkansasGovernorOrvalE.Faubustoblockthestudents.
This aroused protests from civilrights defenders across the USA and attracted
internationalattention.Attheclimaxofit,PresidentDwightEisenhowerintervenedby
turningtheArkansasNationalGuardintotheUSarmyandtheywereorderedtoescort
theLittleRockNineintotheschool.Thiscrisiswasattributedtothefollowingfactors;

1.Thecrisisarosefrom thelongtimecolordiscriminationbetweenwhitesandthe
African Americans (Blacks)and itbegan by students fighting in schools
demandingforequalityespeciallyinthemixedschools.

2.TheinfluenceofthePanAfricanMovement(PAM)since1900attractedtheLittle
Rockcrisis.ThisglobalmovementofBlackpeoplewhichwasstartedbyNegroes
likeSylvesterWilliams,WEBDuboisandMarkusGarveyamongothersspreadthe
gospelofemancipationofBlacks.By1957,manyAfricanAmericanswhohad
listenedtothatgospelweredeterminedtofightfortheirrightswhichinfluenced
theLittleRockcrisis.

3.TheNationalAssociation fortheAdvancementofColored People(NAACP)
influencedtheLittleRockcrisis.Formedin1909,theNAACPlaidthefoundation
fortheemancipationofAfricanAmericans.Itsvigorouscampaignsopenedthe
eyesoftheAfricanAmericansandthislaterinfluencedtheeventsinLittleRock
in1957.

4.ThedesirebytheAfricanAmericanstogetfairjobopportunities,educationand
betterhousing.

5.TheinfluenceoftheSupremeCourtthatruledinfavorofintegrationofblacks
andwhitesinschools.

6.ThesendingoftroopsbyPresidentDwightEisenhowertoprotectthenon-whites
worsenedthecrisis.

7.Thearrestofblacksbypoliceofficialse.g.aladybythenamesofRosaParks
wasarrestedforhavingrefusedtogiveupaseatforawhitemaninabus.This
inspiredthedemandforequalrightsbetweenthewhitesandblacks.

8.The influence ofDr.Martin LutherKing who emerged with a non-violent
campaigntofightforcivilrightssince1955.Hemadepublicaddressesinwhich
hemadespeechesthatinspiredAfricanAmericanstoriseupfortheirrights.
SuchinspirationlaterinfluencedeventsinLittleRock.

9.TheinfluenceofAsianandAfricanindependencee.g.stateslikeIndiaandGhana
gainedtheirindependencein1947and1957respectively.Thiscompelledthe
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AfricanAmericanstoresenttheirunfairtreatmentthanneverbefore.

10.TheroleofTrumanCommitteewhichrosehopesoftheblacksastheygrew
increasinglyimpatient.ThecommitteerecommendedcivillibertyoftheAfrican
Americansamongothers.

11.ThemassiveprotestsanddemonstrationsmadearoundCentralHighschool
attractednationwidecrisis

12.TheincreaseofthepopulationofAfricanAmericanswholivedintheNorthern
states.Bignumbersoftheblacksweresourceofcouragehenceleadingtothe
crisisof1957.

13.Theneedtofurther desegregatethesouth

14.TheroleoftheBrownv.BoardofEducationcase

15.Theneedforchangeinthesouth

EFFECTSOFTHECRISIS

1.ItimprovedthepoliticalratingofPresidentDwightEisenhower.Hedisarmedthe
GovernorOvalE.FaubusofArkansasandmadesurethatthesupremecourt
orderwasrespectedbystoppingsegregationinthelittleRockCentralHigh
SchoolandthepresidentbecamequitepopularagainespeciallyamongAfrican
Americans.

2.ThecrisisalsoimprovedthepopularityofArkansasGovernorOvalE.Faubus
amonghisfellow racistsinArkansas.Hewaspraisedasmanwhoofferedto
protecttheinterestsoftheracistsandasareward,hewasreturnedtoofficefor
sixconsecutivetermsupto1966longafterEisenhowerhadleftoffice.

3.Thecrisishelpedtointernationalizetheplightofthesegregatedpeopleandit
becameinternationallyknownthattheAfricanAmericansandRedIndianswere
deniedtheircivilliberties.

4.ItprovedtheeffectivenessofthegovernmentoftheUSAbasedontheprinciple
ofchecksandbalances.Muchasthegovernorhadstatepolicies,hispowers
couldbecheckedbythefederalgovernment.

5.ThecrisisledtodeclineinthetouristindustryofArkansas.Arkansaswasputin
thespotlightduetoopensegregationagainstAfricanAmericansandasaresult,
manypeopleacrosstheworldboycottedvisitthestatedespiteitsenormous
touristfeatures.

6.ItwastheblackspotontheimageoftheUSAthathadpreachedthegospelof
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democracy,respectofhumanrights,justiceandequality.Allworldcameraswere
turnedtoArkansasandLittleRockinparticular.

7.TheUSpresidentDwightEisenhoweremergedthewinner.

8.ItmadetheprogressivestothinkthattheDemocraticPartythathaddominated
politicsrightfrom 1865wasmadetoloseArkansas.Infactin1967afterthe
racistgovernorOvalFaubus,aRepublicangovernorRockFellerwaselectedin
Arkansas.

9.TheLittleRockNinewereawardedtheCongressionalGoldMedalbyPresident
BillClintonin1999andhavemetforreunions,particularlyonanniversaries.

CUBA-UNITEDSTATESRELATIONS

CUBA-U.SCONFLICTSINCE1959

CubahadlongbeenaU.SsatellitestatethathadevenattractedconsiderableU.S
investmentsandgoodwill.However,in1959U.Scontrolwasterminatedfollowingthe
Cubanrevolution.TheU.SpuppetGenFulgensioBatistawasreplacedbyMarxistFidel
Castro.U.S.PresidentDwightD.EisenhowerofficiallyrecognizedthenewCuban
governmentafterthe1959CubanRevolutionwhichhadoverthrowntheBatista
government,butrelationsbetweenthetwogovernmentsdeterioratedrapidly.Withinsix
monthsofCastro’soverthrowofFulgensioBatista’sdictatorshipinCuba(January
1959),relationsbetweenCastro’sgovernmentandtheUnitedStatesbeganto
deteriorate.AllthesubsequentU.Sadministrationsmaintainedahostilerelationship
withCubaandthiswasattributedtothefollowing;

ThesuccessoftheJanuary1959CubanrevolutionwasthesparkofstrainedU.S-Cuba
relations.Thisrevolutionthatwaschampionedbyrevolutionaryforcesheadedby
MarxistFidelCastroledtotheoverthrowofCubandictatorGenFulgensioBatistawho
hadservedasanAmericanpuppetsince1952.Batista’sdownfallandhissubsequent
replacementbyFidelCastrowassomethingtheAmericansneverappreciatedand
thereforeitignitedthestrainedrelations.

TheharbouringofCubanenemiesbyUSAledtostrainedrelationsbetweenthetwo
Americanstates.IntheaftermathoftheCubanRevolution,theUSgovernmentunder
PresidentDwightD.Eisenhowerandsubsequentadministrationsaccommodated
CubanfugitiveswhocontinuouslydisturbedCuba.ForinstancethefamousBrigade
2506comprisingofex-soldiersofGenBatistawereamongthosewhobasedinUSAto
carryoutmilitaryattacksonCubanthuscausingstrainedrelationsbetweenthetwo
states.

Theintroductionofsocialism inCubaalsocausedthestrainedrelations.Cubanleader
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FidelCastrointroducedsweepingreformsthatrapidlytransformedtheIslandintoa
formidablesocialiststate.Forinstance,onepartysystem wasusheredin;
nationalizationofprivateenterpriseswascarriedoutamongothers.TheUSgovernment
condemnedsuchmovesandthusrelationswerestrained.

Cuba’sclosetieswiththeSovietUnionangeredUSAleadingtostrainedrelations.The
CastroadministrationturnedUSSRintoitsclosestallyinallaspects.Forinstancethe
SovietUnionreplacedUSAasCuba’smaintradepartnerthatsuppliedPetroleum among
otherimports,diplomaticrelationsalsoflourishedbetweenCubaandUSSR.TheUSAas
thecapitalistgod-fatherwassomuchangeredbythecloseCuba-sovietrelations.

ThenationalizationofassetsownedbyAmericancitizensintheaftermathofthe1959
RevolutionbredtensionbetweenUSAandCuba.TheCubanNationalInstitutefor
AgrarianReform tookcontrolof383private-runbusinesseson14thOctober1959,and
on25thOctoberafurther166UScompaniesoperatinginCubahadtheirpremises
seizedandnationalized,includingCoca-ColaandSearsRoebuck,banksandsugarmills.
ThenationalizationdriveautomaticallytranslatedintoheavylossestoAmerican
nationalstowhichtheUSgovernmentrespondedbitterlybyimposingeconomic
sanctionsonCubathuscausingstrainedrelations.

TheU.SsupporttointernaldissidentsagainsttheFidelCastroadministrationalsoledto
thetension.CastrohimselfoftenaccusedtheUnitedStatesoftryingtounderminehis
government.Forinstance,theEscambrayRebellionwhichlastedsixyearsfrom 1959to
1965intheEscambrayMountainsbyagroupofinsurgentswhoopposedtheCuban
government.TherebellinggroupcomprisingofformerBatistasoldiers,localfarmers,
andformeralliedguerrillaswhohadfoughtalongsideCastroagainstBatistaduringthe
CubanRevolutionreceivedstrongAmericanbacking.Castrorepeatedcondemnedthe
USgovernmentforsupportingtheserebelsandhenceCuba-USrelationsdeteriorated.

Castro’sneweconomictieswiththeSovietUnionbredtensionwiththeUSA.Castro's
governmentorderedthecountry'soilrefineries–thencontrolledbyUScorporations
suchasEssoandStandardOilandAnglo-DutchShell–toprocesscrudeoilpurchased
from theSovietUnion,butunderpressurefrom theUSgovernment,thesecompanies
refused.Castrorespondedbyexpropriatingtherefineriesandnationalizingthem under
statecontrol.TheUSgovernmentwasquitebitterwithsuchmeasureshencecausing
thestrainedrelations.

TheexplosionandsinkingofaFrenchvessel,theleCoubre,in1960alsoledtobuildup
ofthetension.InMarch1960,tensionincreasedwhenthefreighterLaCoubreexploded
inHavanaHarbor,killingover75people.FidelCastroblamedtheUnitedStatesof
sabotage.

TheimpositionofatradeembargoonCubabyUSAledtotensionbetweenthetwo
states.On13thOctober1960,theUSgovernmentprohibitedthemajorityofexportsto
Cuba–theexceptionsbeingmedicinesandcertainfoodstuffs–markingthestartofan
economicembargo.TheU.S.alsostoppedbuyingCubansugarandrefusedtosupply
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Cubawiththemuchneededoil,leadingtoCubaturningtotheSovietUnionfor
petroleum.By19thOctober1960,theUSEisenhoweradministrationhadprohibitedall
exportstoCuba.Consequently,Cubabegantoconsolidatetraderelationswiththe
USSR,leadingtheU.S.tobreakoffallremainingofficialdiplomaticrelations.

Thebreakdownofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenthetwocountriesalsoledtohostility.
Towardstheendof1960,U.S.diplomatsEdwinL.SweetandWilliam G.Friedmanwere
arrestedandexpelledfrom Cubaonaccusationsofencouragingterroristacts,granting
asylum,financingsubversivepublicationsandsmugglingweapons.On3rdJanuary1961
theU.S.withdrewdiplomaticrecognitionoftheCubangovernmentandclosedthe
embassyinHavana.In1963,travelandfinancialtransactionsbyU.S.citizenswithCuba
wasalsoprohibited.Withtheendofdiplomaticrelations,Cuba-UStensionwas
heightened.

TheBayofPigsincidentofApril1961wasamajorcauseofstrainedrelationsbetween
CubaandUSA.Theincidenthappenedon17thApril1961whenabout1500CIA
commandosandCubanexilescallingthemselvesBrigade2506invadedCubafrom
GuatemalawiththeintentionofoverthrowingFidelCastro.Themissionwasafailureon
thepartoftheinvadersasmostofthem werekilledbyCastro’sforces.Intheaftermath
oftheincident,US-Cubarelationswerefurtherstrained.

TheCubanmissilecrisisofOctober1962wasanothercauseofstrainedrelations
betweenCubaandUSA.ThisarosewhenSovietlongrangeintercontinentalballistic
missilewereinstalledinHavanaCubasomethingthatthreatenedUSsecurity.When
USAdiscoveredthesedeadlynuclearweaponsinherneighborhood,tensionmounted
andCubawasblamedforthecrisis.

TheisolationandeventualexpulsionofCubafrom theOrganizationofAmericanStates
(OAS)ledtoCuba-UShostility.FirstinAugust1960,atameetingoftheOASheldin
CostaRica,theUSSecretaryofState,ChristianHerter,publiclyproclaimedthatCastro's
administrationwasfollowingtheBolshevikpatternbyinstitutingasingle-partypolitical
system,imposinggovernmentalcontroloftradeunions,suppressingcivilliberties,and
removingfreedom ofspeechandfreedom ofthepress.HecalledonotherOAS
memberstocondemntheCubangovernmentforitsbreachofhumanrights.Thenlater
followingtheCubanmissilecrisisof1962,theUSagainconvincedOASmembersto
expelCubawhichtheydidandasaresult,Cuba-UStensionincreased.

TheGuantanamodisputeof1964orCuba’sembraceofAmericanpoliticaldissidents
suchasBlackPantherleaderswhotookrefugeinCubaduringthe1960salsoledto
strainedCuba-USrelations.

TheattemptbytheCIAtoassassinateFidelCastrocausedCuba-UStension.InAugust
1960,theCIAcontactedtheCosaNostrainChicagowiththeintentiontodrafta
simultaneousassassinationofFidelCastro,RaulCastroandCheGuevara.Effortsto
murderCastroofficiallycommencedin1960.SomeofthemethodsthattheCIA
attemptedtousetomurderCastroincludedpoisonpills,anexplodingseashell,anda
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plannedgiftofadivingsuitcontaminatedwithtoxins.Moretraditionalwaysof
assassinatingCastrowerealsoplanned,suchaseliminationviahigh-poweredrifles
withtelescopicsights.Muchastheassassinationmissiondidnotsucceed,onceitwas
uncovered,itstrainedrelationsbetweenthetwostates.

ThelaunchofUSOperationMongoosewasanothercauseofthestrainedrelations
betweenCubaandUSA.ThisoperationwasdesignedduringtheJ.FKennedy
administrationtodowhattheBayofPigsinvasionfailedtodoi.e.removethe
CommunistCastroregimefrom powerinCuba.DevelopedbytheCIAandthe
DepartmentofDefenseunderthedirectionofEdwardLansdale,OperationMongoose
constitutedamultiplicityofcoordinatedplansofpolitical,psychological,military,
sabotage,andintelligenceoperationsaswellasproposedassassinationattemptson
keypoliticalleaders,includingCastro.Monthlycomponentsoftheoperationweretobe
setinplacetodestabilizethecommunistregime,includingthepublicationofAnti-
Castropropaganda.Castro’sintelligencenetworkwasabletolearnoftheoperationand
hencemoretensiondeveloped.

ThelaunchingofOperationNorthwoodsescalatedtheCuba-UShostility.Thiswasa
covertoperationthatproposedattacksonmainlandU.S.targets,hijackingsand
assaultsonCubanrefugeeboatstogenerateU.S.publicsupportformilitaryaction
againsttheCubangovernment.Thiswastobeacoordinatedprogram ofpolitical,
psychological,andmilitarysabotage,involvingintelligenceoperationsaswellas
assassinationattemptsonkeypoliticalleadersallofwhichwouldbeblamedonCubain
ordertoconvincethepeopletosupportmilitaryactionagainstCastro.Suchsecret
planswereeventuallyexposedcausingstrainedrelationsbetweenCubaandUSA.

THEBAYOFPIGSINVASIONOF1961

TheBayofPigsinvasionwasafailedlandingoperationonthesouthwesterncoastof
Cubain1961byCubanexileswhoopposedFidelCastro'sCubanRevolution.Covertly
financedanddirectedbytheU.S.government,theoperationtookplaceattheheightof
theColdWaranditsfailureledtomajorshiftsininternationalrelationsbetweenCuba,
theUnitedStates,andtheSovietUnion.Theinvasionthattookplaceon17thApril1961
wasorganizedbysome1500CubanexileswhocalledthemselvesBrigade2506and
U.SCIAcommandos.JoséMiróCardonaledtheanti-CastroCubanexilesintheUnited
States.AformermemberofCastro'sgovernment,hewastheheadoftheCuban
RevolutionaryCouncil,anexilecommittee.Cardonawaspoisedtotakeoverthe
provisionalpresidencyofCubaiftheinvasionsucceeded.Theincidentwasattributedto
thefollowingcauses;

TheJanuary1959CubanRevolutionlaidthefoundationfortheBayofpigsinvasion.
SoonafterthesuccessoftheCubanRevolution,militantcounter-revolutionarygroups
developedinanattempttooverthrowthenewregime.Undertakingarmedattacks
againstthenewgovernment,somesetupguerrillabasesinCuba'smountainous
regions,leadingtothesix-yearEscambrayRebellion.Thesedissidentswerefundedand
armedbyvariousforeignsources,includingtheexiledCubancommunity,theUSCentral
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IntelligenceAgency(CIA).

Theintroductionofcommunism inCubaledtothe1961BayofPigsinvasion.Following
thesuccessoftheJanuary1959revolution,theFidelCastroadministrationstarted
implementingsocialistleaningpoliciesthatincludedaone-partypoliticalsystem,
nationalizationofplantationsandotherenterprisesamongothers.TheUSgovernment
wasnotreadytoaccommodatecommunism withinthewesternhemisphereandhence
theyhatchedaplantoremoveCastro.

TheUSabandonmentofthepolicyofisolationism alsoinfluencedtheBayofPigs
invasion.Since1941,theUSgovernmentabandoneditstraditionalpolicyof
isolationism whereshewasplayingalargelydormantroleininternationalpolitics.By
1961,theUSgovernmentwasplayinganactiveroleininternationalpoliticsanditpartly
becauseofthisnewpolicythattheCIAconductedtheBayofPigsinvasion.

TheclosetiesestablishedbetweenCubaandothercommuniststatesespeciallythe
SovietUnionledtotheinvasion.Soonaftertherevolution,thenewCubangovernment
establisheddiplomaticlinkswiththeSovietUnion.ForinstancetheSovietUnion
becametheleadingtradepartnerthatsuppliedpetroleum productsandotherstoCuba.
ThereforetherelationsbetweenCubaandthesecommuniststatesangeredtheUSA
forcinghertoorganizetheinvasion.

ThenationalizationofAmericanassetsbytheFidelCastroadministrationledtothe
invasion.CastronationalizedAmericanbusinesses—includingbanks,oilrefineries,and
sugarandcoffeeplantations.TheCubanNationalInstituteforAgrarianReform took
controlof383private-runbusinesseson14thOctober1959,andon25thOctobera
further166UScompaniesoperatinginCubahadtheirpremisesseizedandnationalized,
includingCoca-ColaandSearsRoebuck,banksandsugarmills.Inresponse,US
PresidentDwightD.Eisenhowerallocated$13.1milliontotheCentralIntelligence
Agency(CIA)inMarch1960,foruseagainstCastro.WiththeaidofCubancounter-
revolutionaries,theCIAproceededtoorganizeaninvasionoperation.

TheneedtorescueAmericancompaniesoperatinginCubaledtotheinvasion.In
additiontothenationalizationdrive,Castro'sgovernmentorderedthecountry'soil
refineries–thencontrolledbyUScompaniessuchasEssoandStandardOilandAnglo-
DutchShell–toprocesscrudeoilpurchasedfrom theSovietUnion,butunderpressure
from theUSgovernment,thesecompaniesrefused.Castrorespondedbytakingover
therefineriesaltogether.SuchcompaniesappealedtotheUSgovernmentforhelpand
thisattractedthe1961invasion.

TheroleofCubanexilesinfluencedtheoccurrenceoftheinvasion.Manyanti-Castro
dissidentsfledCubaafter1959andtheyweremostlyaccommodatedinUSA.These
Cubanexilesformedacounter-revolutionarymilitaryunitknownasBrigade2506.The
BrigadefrontedthearmedwingoftheDemocraticRevolutionaryFront(DRF)andits
purposewastooverthrowCastro'sincreasingly-communistgovernment.TheCIA
fundedtheBrigade,whichalsoincludedsomeUSmilitarypersonnel,andtrainedthe
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unitinGuatemala.TheseCubanexilesprovidedamilitaryforcethatwasbackedbythe
CIAtoinvadeCubahencetheBayofPigsincident.

TheaggressivecharacterofU.Sleadersalsoledtotheincident.Forinstance,President
DwightD.Eisenhowergavethenecessarysupporttoallplansthatwereaimedat
invadingCubatooverthrowCastro.InMarch1960,PresidentDwightD.Eisenhower
orderedtheCIAtotrainandarm aforceofCubanexilesforanarmedattackonCuba.
BythetimeEisenhowerleftofficeinJanuary1961,allplanswereunderwayandJohnF.
Kennedyonlyinheritedthisprogram whichmadetheinvasioninevitable.

FidelCastro’smovetospreadcommunism inothercountriesofLatinAmerica
influencedtheoccurrenceoftheBayofPigsinvasion.Bytheendof1960,Cubaunder
FidelCastrowassendingagentstoinitiaterevolutionsinseveralLatinAmerican
countries.TheAmericansweredeterminedtofoilCastro’sschemesofspreading
communism inLatinAmericaandtheyattemptedtodothisbyoverthrowinghim hence
theBayofPigsinvasion.

Castro’sdictatorshipinfluencedtheBayofPigsinvasion.Castro'sgovernmentbegana
crackdownonoppositiongroups,arrestinghundredsofdissidents.Thoughitrejected
thephysicaltorture,Castro'sgovernmentsanctionedpsychologicaltorture,subjecting
someprisonerstosolitaryconfinement,roughtreatment,hunger,andthreatening
behavior.Castroinstitutedaone-partypoliticalsystem andstrictcensorshipofthe
press.TheUSgovernmentclaimedthatitwantedtorestoredemocraticgovernancein
CubabyoverthrowingFidelCastrohencetheinvasion.

Thecoldwarpoliticsofthetimeinfluencedtheinvasion.Itshouldbenotedthatwiththe
successofthe1959Cubanrevolution,Cubadidnotonlyestablishclosediplomaticand
economictieswiththeSovietUnionbutalsoshealsofullyenrolledintheCommunist
blocby1961.TheUSA,asleaderoftheCapitalistbloc,feltanobligationtoreversethe
trendthatwasbeingtakenbyCubaandhencetheBayofPigsinvasionbecame
inevitable.

WHYWASTHEBAYOFPIGSINVASIONAFAILURE?

TheBayofPigsinvasionwasaCIAplannedmissiontogetherwithCubanexiles
codenamedBrigade2506.ItwasplannedduringthereignofPresidentDwightD.
EisenhowerbutwasexecutedbytheJ.F.Kennedyadministration.Themissionstarted
withminorengagementson15thAprilbutthemaininvasionwasconductedon17thApril
1961.Withinthreedays,theCubanRevolutionaryArmedForcesdecisivelydefeatedthe
invadersandmostofthem wereeitherkilledorcaptured.Theinvadersofficially
surrenderedon20thApril.Thedefeatoftheseanti-Castroforceswasattributedtothe
followingfactors;

ThenumericaladvantageoftheCubanforcesaccountedforthedefeatoftheinvaders.
FidelCastrohadmobilizedtheCubanarmyofover25000troopsbackedbyamilitia
forceofabout200000menandabout9000armedpolice.Thishugenumberofthe
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Cubanforcesoverwhelmedtheinvaders’Brigade2506whichhadonlycloseto1500
troops.

Thefailureofthepreliminaryplanledtotheultimatedefeatoftheinvaders.Thefirst
partoftheplanwastodestroyCastro’stinyairforce,makingitimpossibleforhis
militarytoresisttheinvaders.Thispreliminaryplanwasconductedon15thApril,1961by
agroupofCubanexileswhotookofffrom NicaraguainAmericanB-26bombers,
paintedtolooklikestolenCubanplanes.TheyconductedastrikeagainstCuban
airfieldsbutitturnedoutthatCastroandhisadvisersknewabouttheraidandhad
movedhisplanesoutofharm’sway.

Theefficientintelligencesystem oftheCubangovernmenthelpedtodefeattheanti-
Castroforces.TheCubansecurityapparatusknewverywelleverydetailofthemission
beforeitwasactuallyexecuted.Castrousedhisextensivesecretintelligencenetwork,
aswellastheloosetalkbymembersofthebrigade,someofwhichwasheardinMiami,
andwasrepeatedinUSandforeignnewspaperreports.TheCubangovernmenthad
alsobeenwarnedbyseniorKGBagentslikeOsvaldoSanchezCabrera.ThroughCuban
intelligence,CastrolearnedoftheguerillatrainingcampsinGuatemalaasearlyas
October1960,andthepressreportedwidelyoneventsastheyunfolded.Thereforethe
Cubanforceswerewellpreparedfortheinvadershenceleadingtotheirdefeat.

TheroleplayedbytheSovietUnionledtothefailureoftheBayofPigsinvasion.The
SovietUnion’sKGBprovidedintelligenceinformationabouttheCIAmissiontoCuba.
Besides,on13thApril1961,RadioMoscowanEnglish-languagenewscastpredictingthe
CubaninvasioninaplothatchedbytheCIAusingpaid"criminals"withinaweek.These
pointersprovidedbytheSovietUnionhelpedCubatoadequatelyprepare.Inaddition,
SovietUnionunderNikitaKhrushchevsecretlyprovidedweaponstoCubaanditwere
thoseweaponsthatwereusedtodefeattheinvaders.

Theexposureoftheinvaders’plansledtothedefeat.ItshouldbenotedthattheUS
governmentwantedtocarryouttheBayofPigsmissionasatopsecret.However,a
radiostationonthebeachbroadcasteverydetailoftheoperationtolistenersacross
Cuba.Asnewsbrokeoftheattack,photosoftherepaintedU.S.planesbecamepublic
andrevealedAmericansupportfortheinvasion.Astheinvaderslostthestrategic
initiative,theinternationalcommunityfoundoutabouttheinvasion.ThisforcedtheUS
PresidentJohnF.Kennedytowithholdfurtherairsupportwhichgreatlyparalyzedthe
invadersleadingtotheirdefeat.

Failuretogetthesupportofthelocalmassesledtothedefeatofinvadingforce.CIA
agentshadtriedtospreadanti-CastropropagandathroughoutCuba,believingtheir
propagandawouldchangethemindsoftheCubansagainstCastro.Soitwashighly
anticipatedthatupontheinvasion,Cubanmasseswouldalsoriseupinsupportofthe
invadingforce.However,inrealitytheCubanssimplyignoredthepropagandaandwhen
theinvasionoccurred,alltheCubanmassesralliedbehindtheirleaderhenceleadingto
thedefeatoftheinvaders.
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ThemilitarypreparednessoftheCubanRevolutionaryarmywasacentralfactorinthe
defeatoftheBayofPigsinvasion.Otherthanbeingexperiencedinguerillafighting,
havingfoughtanddefeatedBatista’sforces,Castro’sarmywasalsowellequipped.For
instanceinearly1961,Cuba'sarmypossessedSoviet-designedT-34medium tanks,IS-
2heavytanks,SU-100tankdestroyers,otherartilleryandsmallarms.TheCubanair
forcearmedinventoryincludedB-26Invaderlightbombers,HawkerSeaFuryfighters
andLockheedT-33jets,allinheritedfrom theCubanairforceoftheBatistagovernment.
Thereforewithsuchcapacity,theCubanarmyfounditeasytodecisivelydefeatthe
invaders.

Thetacticalerrorscommittedbytheinvadingforcealsocostthem victory.TheCIA
usedobsoleteWorldWarIIB-26bombers,andpaintedthem tolooklikeCubanairforce
planes.Backupparatrooperslandedinthewrongplace.Thebombersmissedmanyof
theirtargetsandleftmostofCastro'sairforceintact.

ThegeographicallocationoftheBayofPigspartlyledtothefailureofthemission.The
sitewasaremoteswampyareaonthesoutherncoastofCuba.Therewereunexpected
coralreefsthatsanksomeoftheexiles’shipsastheypulledintoshore.Besides,the
landingsitewasalso80milesfrom EscambrayMountainswheretheinvaderswould
getreinforcementfrom otheranti-Castrorebels.Inaddition,theinvasioncoincidedwith
badweatherthathamperedthegroundforceandmadeiteasyfortheCastroforcesto
emergevictorious.

EFFECTSOFTHEBAYOFPIGSINVASION

Theinvasionendeddisastrouslyinthedefeatofinvaders.Brigade2506anditsCIA
backersweremilitarilydefeatedwithinthreedaysoftheinvasion.Theyofficially
surrenderedon20thApril1961.Mostoftheinvadingcounter-revolutionarytroopswere
publiclyinterrogatedandputintoCubanprisons.

ThefailedmissiontarnishedtheimageoftheCentralIntelligenceAgency(CIA)inthe
USA.Themissionwassupposedtobeatopsecretbuteverythingwasmessedupand
exposedleadingtoitsfailure.ThisimpactednegativelyonCIAdirectorse.g.CIA
DirectorAllenDulles,CIADeputyCharlesCabell,andDeputyDirectorforPlansRichard
Bissellwereallforcedtoresignbyearly1962.

ThefailedinvasionstrengthenedthepositionofCastro’sadministration,which
proceededtoopenlyproclaim itsintentiontoadoptsocialism.Theinvasion'sdefeat
solidifiedCastro'sroleasanationalhero.Castro’spopularityinCubaremained
unrivalledandcontinuedtoleadtheIslandcountryupto2008whenhehandedoverthe
leadershiptohisbrotherRaulCastro.

ItalsopushedCubaclosertotheSovietUnion.CubaunderFidelCastropursuedcloser
tieswiththeSovietUniondiplomaticallyandintermsofeconomicrelations.For
exampleUSSRbecamethechiefsupplierofpetroleum productstoCuba.
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TheinvasionfurtherstrainedrelationsbetweenCubaandtheUSA.Thepoliticaldivide
betweenthetwoformerly-alliedcountriesincreaseastheyengagedinexchangeof
hostilepropaganda.

TheinvasioneventuallyledtotheCubanMissileCrisisof1962.Intheaftermathofthe
BayofPigsincident,FidelCastrosoughtclosertieswiththeSovietUnionunderNikita
Khrushchev.Hesoughtforprotectionfrom theSovietUnionwhichwasgrantedinform
oflongrangenuclearIntercontinentalBallisticMissiles(ICBMs)whichwereinstalledin
Havanain1962.WhentheUSAlearntofthepresenceofthesemissiles,therewas
tensionthatcametobeknownastheCubanMissileCrisis.

ThedisasterattheBayofPigscompelledtheUSgovernmentinitiateasecretplan
againstFidelCastro.Forinstance,theKennedyadministrationinitiated“Operation
Mongoose”—aplantosabotageanddestabilizetheCubangovernmentandeconomy,
whichalsoincludedthepossibilityofassassinatingCastro.Neverthelesssuchplansdid
notregistermuchsuccess.

ThefailureoftheinvasionunderminedtheimageofPresidentKennedy.Muchashejust
inheritedtheplanfrom theEisenhoweradministration,itsfailuremadeKennedylook
weakandinexperiencedinfrontoftheentireworld.MajorleaksinUSintelligence
servicesshowedmoreweakness.

TheBayofPigsincidentintensifiedtheColdWarinthe1960s.ThefailedUSinvasion
compelledCubatofullyenrollinthecommunistcamp.FidelCastrobecamealeading
advocateforinternationalcommunism whichwidenedtheriftbetweenCommunists
andCapitalists.

ItledtothecaptureandarrestofmanyoftheinvadersbytheCubanforces.The
brigade’sover1000prisonersremainedincaptivityfor20months.LatertheUnited
StatesnegotiatedadealwithFidelCastrotoreleasethem.AttorneyGeneralRobertF.
Kennedymadepersonalpleasforcontributionsfrom pharmaceuticalcompaniesand
babyfoodmanufacturers,andCastroeventuallysettledon$53millionworthofbaby
foodandmedicineinexchangefortheprisoners.On23thDecember,1962,justtwo
monthsaftertheendoftheCubanMissileCrisis,aplanecontainingthefirstgroupof
freedprisonerslandedintheUnitedStates.

NOTE:FortheCubanMissileCrisisof1962,refertoSectionBofthisbook

THECUBANTHAW

TheCubanThawdescribestherelaxationoftensionbetweenUSAandCuba.Ithas
beenagradualprocessbutitbecamemorepronouncedinthe2000sespeciallyafter
therisetopowerofPresidentBarackObamain2009.Thisrelaxationhasbeen
attributedto,amongothers,thefollowingfactors;

TheendoftheColdwarignitedtheCubanthaw.TheColdWarendedwiththe
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dissolutionoftheSovietUnionintheearly1990s,leavingCubawithoutitsmajor
internationalsponsor.TheensuingyearsweremarkedbyeconomicdifficultyinCuba.
Sincethen,U.S.startedallowingprivatehumanitarianaidtoCubaandthishelpedto
easeCuba-UStension.

Theculturalexchangesbetweenthetwostatesattractedthethaw.Thisbeganway
backduringtheClintonera.InJanuary1999,U.S.PresidentBillClintoneasedtravel
restrictionstoCubainanefforttoincreaseculturalexchangesbetweenthetwonations.
ForinstancetheClintonadministrationapprovedatwo-gameexhibitionseriesbetween
theBaltimoreOriolesandtheCubannationalbaseballteam,markingthefirsttimea
MajorLeagueBaseballteam playedinCubasince1959.Suchculturalexchanges
helpedtoeasetheoldtensionthathadexistedsince1959.

TheresignationofFidelCastroledtoimprovedCuba-USrelations.FidelCastrostepped
downfrom officialleadershipofCubain2008.HewassucceededbyhisbrotherRaul
CastrowhoshowedwillingnesstoopenuptotheAmericans.On27thJuly2012,Raúl
CastrosaidthattheGovernmentofCubawaswillingtoholdtalkswiththeUnitedStates
government.On10thDecember2013,atastatememorialserviceforNelsonMandela,
BarackObamaandRaúlCastroshookhands,withCastrosayinginEnglish:"Mr.
President,Iam Castro."Therefore,theRaulCastroadministrationworkedcloselywith
presidentObamatorestoreCuba-USrelations.

TherisetopowerofBarackObamaintheUnitedStatesalsoledtotheCubanthaw.In
April2009,Obama,whohadreceivednearlyhalfoftheCubanAmericans’voteinthe
2008presidentialelections,beganimplementingalessstrictpolicytowardsCuba.
ObamastatedthathewasopentodialoguewithCuba.InMarch2009,Obamasigned
intolawacongressionalspendingbillwhicheasedsomeeconomicsanctionsonCuba
andeasedtravelrestrictionsonCuban-AmericanstravelingtoCuba.Healso eased
restrictions onfinancialremittancesandtravel,allowingCubanAmericanstosend
unlimitedmoneytoCubaandpermittingU.S.citizenstovisitCubaforreligiousand
educationalpurposes.TherelaxationthatcamewiththeObamaeragreatlyculminated
intotheeasingofCuba-UStension.

TheroleplayedbyPopeFranciscontributedtotheCubanthaw.PopeFrancisplayeda
centralroleinconvincingtheleadersofbothUSAandCubatorestorecooperation.For
instance,beginningin2013,CubanandU.S.officialsheldsecrettalksbrokeredbyPope
FrancisandhostedinCanadaandVaticanCitytostarttheprocessofrestoring
diplomaticrelationsbetweenCubaandtheUnitedStates.IndeedduetothePope’s
mediation,thetensionbetweenUSAandCubasubsidedhencethethaw.

Theexchangeofprisonersbythetwostatesledtothethaw.Inordertocoolthetension,
AmericanaidworkerAlanGrossandRolandoSarraffTrujillo,aCubannationalworking
asaU.S.intelligenceofficer,werereleasedbytheCubangovernment.TheCuban
governmentalsopromisedtofreeanunspecifiednumberofCubannationalsfrom alist
ofpoliticalprisonersearliersubmittedbytheUnitedStates.Foritspart,theU.S.
governmentreleasedthelastthreeremainingmembersofthefamous“CubanFive”
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whohadbeenconvictedofespionageandimprisonedintheUSin2001.Thereleaseof
prisonersprovedtobeapositivesteptowardsimprovingCuba-Americanrelations.

Thechangeinpublicopinioninbothcountriesledtothethaw.Sincethe1990s,
AmericanpublicopiniononCubahasoverallbecomemorefavorable,andpeople
becamemoresupportiveofendingthetradeembargoaswellasre-establishing
diplomatictiestoCuba.DuringtheObamaera,mostopinionpollsindicatedthatthe
CubanthawwasbroadlypopularwiththeAmericanpublic.Thesamepositivepublic
opinionexistedinCubarightfrom thetimeoftheendofColdWar.

TheremovaloftravelrestrictionstoCubabytheUSgovernmentledtotheCubanthaw.
UndernewrulesimplementedbytheObamaadministration,restrictionsontravelby
AmericanstoCubaweresignificantlyrelaxedbyJanuary2015.InAugust2016,JetBlue
Flight387landedinSantaClara,becomingthefirstdirectcommercialflighttotravel
betweenthetwocountriessincetheearly1960s.On28thNovember2016,thefirst
normallyscheduledcommercialflightaftermorethan50yearslandedinHavanafrom
MiamionanAmericanAirlinesjet.Thetotalremovaloftravelrestrictionssomehow
restoredcooperationbetweenthetwocountriesthusbringingabouttheCubanthaw.

TheeasingoftraderestrictionsonCubaledtothethaw.UndertheTradeSanctions
Reform andEnhancementActof2000,exportsfrom theUnitedStatestoCubainthe
industriesoffoodandmedicalproductswerepermittedwiththeproperlicensingand
permissionsfrom theU.S.DepartmentofCommerceandtheUnitedStatesDepartment
oftheTreasury.InNovember2001,U.S.companiesbegansellingfoodtotheCubafor
thefirsttimesinceWashingtonimposedthetradeembargoaftertherevolution.When
BarackObamacametopower,hisadministrationfurtherallowedlimitedimportof
itemslikeCubancigarsandrum totheUnitedStates,aswastheexportofAmerican
computerandtelecommunicationstechnologytoCuba.Astradewasslowlyrestored,
cooperationwasdeepenedbetweenthetwostatesthusleadingtothethaw.

ThechangeofattitudeoftheAmericangovernmenttowardsCubapartlyinfluencedthe
thaw.Forinstance,on14thApril2015,theObamaadministrationannouncedthatCuba
wouldberemovedfrom theUnitedStates"StateSponsorsofTerrorism"list.The
Congresswasgiven45daysfrom 14April2015toreviewandpossiblyblockthisaction,
butthisdidnotoccur,andon29May2015,the45dayslapsed,thereforeofficially
removingCubafrom theUnitedStates'listofstatesponsorsofterrorism.Thiswasa
gestureofimprovedrelationsbetweenCubaandtheUSA.

Therestorationofdiplomaticrelationsbetweenthetwostatesledtothethaw.On1st

July2015,PresidentBarackObamaannouncedthatformaldiplomaticrelations
betweenCubaandtheUnitedStateswouldresume.IndeedrelationsbetweenCubaand
theUSAwereformallyre-establishedon20thJuly2015,withtheopeningoftheCuban
embassyinWashingtonDCandtheU.S.embassyinHavana.BarackObamaalsovisited
CubaforthreedaysinMarch2016.Withtheresumptionofdiplomaticrelations,the
thawinCuba-USrelationswasinevitable.
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TheeconomicreformsinitiatedbyRaulCastroinCubahelpedtoattractthethaw.
Facinganagingpopulation,aheavyforeigndebtload,andeconomichardships,Raul
CastrobeganliberalizingCuba’sstate-controlledeconomyin2009.Reformsincluded
decentralizingthe agriculturalsector,relaxingrestrictionson smallbusinesses,opening
up realestatemarkets,allowingCubanstotravelabroadmorefreely,andexpanding
accessto consumergoods.Cuba’sprivatesectorswelledasaresult,andthenumberof
self-employedworkers nearlytripled between2009and2013.Suchreformsconvinced
theUSgovernmenttochangeitsattitudetowardsCubathusleadingtothethaw.

ReferenceQuestions

1.DiscussthefactorswhichledtostrainedrelationsbetweentheUnitedStatesof
America(USA)andCubasince1959.

2.ExaminethefactorswhichledtotheCubanthawsince2000.
3.ExaminethecausesandeffectsoftheBayofPigsincidentof1961.
4.Accountforthedefeatoftheanti-Castroforcesinthe1961BayofPigs

invasion.

CANADA

THEPOLITICALANDECONOMICBACKGROUNDOFCANADA

CanadaislocatedinNorthAmericatogetherwithUSA.Itwasoriginallyoccupiedbythe
AboriginalsortheCanadianIndians,whoarethemodern-daydescendantsofthefirst
humaninhabitantsofNorthAmerica.ThefirstEuropeantoarriveintheterritorywasa
FrenchexplorerJacquesCartierwhomadethreevoyagesacrosstheAtlanticbetween
1534and1542.AtonetimeheheardhisGuidesmention“Kanata”meaning“village”
anditwasfrom thiswordthatthename“Canada”developed.JacquesCartierwent
aheadtoclaim theterritoryforkingFrancisIFranceanditbecameNewFrance.In1763,
followingthesigningofthetreatyParis,Canada(NewFrance)officiallycameunderthe
Britishuntil1867whenitwasfurtherenlargedanddeclaredaBritishDominion.Asa
Britishdominion,theunitedprovinceswerenolongeracolony,andCanadawasfreeto
actlikeitsowncountrywithitsownlawsandparliament.Italsogainedfinancial
independenceandtheresponsibilitytodefenditself.ABritishgovernor-general
representedBritishinterestswithinCanada,essentiallyfillingtheshoesofthesovereign.

Overtime,theDominionaddedmoreprovincesandexpandedintoaconfederationthat
extendedfrom theAtlanticOceantothePacificOcean.However,itwasstillunder
Britishruleanddidnothavefulllegalautonomy.

In1931,EnglandputCanadaonequalfootingwithotherCommonwealthcountries
throughtheStatuteofWestminster,whichessentiallygaveitsdominionsfulllegal
freedom andequalstandingwithEnglandandoneanother.However,Britainstillhadthe
abilitytoamendtheCanadianconstitution,andCanadatooktimetocutitslegaltiesto
England.Meanwhile,itadopteditsknownnationalsymbols,liketheCanadianflag,
featuringthemapleleaf,whichdebutedin1965.
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IttookfivedecadesaftertheStatuteofWestminsterforCanadatomakeitsfinalstep
towardfullsovereignty.In1982,itadopteditsownconstitutionandbecamea
completelyindependentcountryalthoughit’sstillpartoftheBritishCommonwealthand
alsoaconstitutionalmonarchythatacceptstheBritishmonarchasitsown.ElizabethII
isQueenofCanada.However,herroleisessentiallyceremonial,andshedoesnot
interfereinCanadianself-governance.

CONSTITUTIONALDEVELOPMENTSINCANADA

AtthetimeofConfederation,Canada’sConstitutionconsistedofseveralActsofthe
BritishParliamentinLondon—mostimportantly,theBritishNorthAmerica(BNA)Act,
1867—andaseriesofBritishconstitutionalconventions(widelyaccepted,unwritten
rules).OnlyLondonhadtheauthoritytoamendtheBNAAct.

WiththeStatuteofWestminsterin1931,theBritishwerewillingtograntfullautonomy
totheself-governingpartsoftheirempire,includingCanada.ButCanadianswereleft
withadilemma:IfCanadaacceptedthetransferofconstitutionalpowerfrom Britain,
andwasfreetoamenditsownConstitution.

CanadaAct,alsocalledConstitutionActof1982,Canada’sconstitutionapprovedby
theBritishParliamentonMarch25,1982,andproclaimedbyQueenElizabethIIonApril
17,1982,makingCanadawhollyindependent.Thedocumentcontainstheoriginal
statutethatestablishedtheCanadianConfederationin1867(theBritishNorthAmerica
Act),theamendmentsmadetoitbytheBritishParliamentovertheyears,andnew
materialresultingfrom negotiationsbetweenthefederalandprovincialgovernments
between1980and1982.

ThenewconstitutionrepresentedacompromisebetweenCanadianPrimeMinister
PierreElliottTrudeau’svisionof“oneCanadawithtwoofficiallanguages”andthe
particularconcernsoftheprovinces.Animportantpartofthedocumentwasthe
CharterofRightsandFreedomswhichsetdown34rightstobeobservedacross
Canada,rangingfrom freedom ofreligiontolinguisticandeducationalrights.Designed
topreserveparliamentarysupremacy,abasicpoliticalprincipleinCanada,
“notwithstandingclauses”wouldhavetoberenewedeveryfiveyearstoremaininforce.

TheCanadaActalsocontainedaformulaforitsamendmentinCanada,asubjectthat
haddefeatedattemptstogainagreementonanewconstitutionasfarbackas1927.
Undertheformula,resolutionsoftheCanadianParliament,accompaniedbythe
concurrenceoftwo-thirdsoftheprovinces(7)representingatleast50percentofthe
country’spopulation,wouldbesufficienttoapproveaconstitutionalamendment.

OthersectionsoftheActrecognizedtheAboriginalandtreatyrightsofnativepeoples,
strengthenedtheprovinces’jurisdictionovertheirnaturalresources,andcommittedthe
centralgovernmenttoprovidepublicservicesofreasonablequalityacrossCanadaby
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ensuringrevenue(equalization)paymentstotheprovinces.

TheconstitutionalchangeshavingbeenextensivelydiscussedinCanadasincetheir
presentationin1980,andtheirmodeofprocedurehavingsecuredjudicialendorsement
in1981,therewaslittleoppositionwhentheycamebeforetheBritishParliamentearly
in1982.AllmajorBritishpartiessupportedthem,althoughsomemembersof
Parliamentfeltthatnativerightswereinadequatelyprotected.QueenElizabethIIgave
royalassenttotheCanadaActonMarch29,115yearstothedayafterQueenVictoria,
hergreat-great-grandmother,hadapprovedthefederationActof1867.Thusthelast
legaltiewithGreatBritainwassevered,andCanadabecameafullysovereignstate.

CANADAUNDERPIERREELLIOTTTRUDEAU

PierreElliottTrudeau(PET)wasbornonOctober18,1919inMontreal,Quebec,Canada
tohisfatherCharlesEmileTrudeauandhismotherGraceElliott.Hestudiedatthe
UniversityofMontreal,from whichhereceivedaLawdegreein1943.Heservedonthe
PrivyCouncilforthreeyearsasadeskofficer,andin1950hehelpedfoundtheCité
Libre(“FreeCity”),amonthlycriticalMagazine.Hepracticedlawfrom 1951to1961,
specializinginlabourandcivillibertiescases.

TrudeauwasassistantprofessoroflawattheUniversityofMontrealfrom 1961to1965,
whenhewaselectedasa“newwave”LiberaltotheHouseofCommons.In1967he
touredtheFrench-speakingAfricannationsonbehalfofthePrimeMinister,LesterB.
Pearson,whohadappointedhim parliamentarysecretary(1966)andministerofjustice
andattorneygeneral.Asministerofjustice,Trudeauwonpassageofthreeunpopular
socialwelfaremeasuresincludingtheGun-controllegislationandreform ofthelaws
regardingabortionandhomosexuality.

OnPearson’sannouncementofhisplantoretire,Trudeaucampaignedforthe
leadershipoftheLiberalParty.Hiscolorfulpersonality,combinedwithhisprogressive
ideas,madehim themostpopularofthe20candidates.Hebecamepartyleaderon
April6,1968,andprimeministertwoweekslater.Heservedasprimeministerof
Canadabetween1968and1979;andfrom 1980to1984.PierreTrudeauwasthe15th
primeministerofCanadafornearly16years.

HistermsinofficeweremarkedbytheestablishmentofdiplomaticrelationswithChina
(1970)andimprovedrelationswithFrance,thedefeatoftheFrenchseparatist
movementinQuebec,constitutionalindependencefrom theBritishParliament,andthe
formationofanewCanadianconstitutionwiththeprincipaladditionsofabillofrights
andanamendingformula.

CONTRIBUTIONSOFPIERREELLIOTTTRUDEAUTOCANADA

1.TrudeausuccessfullydefeatedtheQuebecseparatists.Despitethefactthathe
wasfrom Quebec,heneversupportedQuebecsecessionandhecalledfora
unitedCanada.Trudeauwaschieflyconcernedwithmaintainingtheunityof
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CanadaandthegoodrelationsofEnglishandFrenchCanadians,whichbecame
thespecialtyoftheLiberalPartyinQuebec.Hedecampaignedtheproposalof
Frenchseparatism inQuebecanddefeateditinaprovincialreferendum onMay
20,1980.

2.TrudeaucameupwiththebilingualandbiculturalpolicyforCanada.In1968,with
thesupportofallparties,Trudeau’sgovernmentintroducedtheOfficial
LanguagesBill,whichpreparedwayforabilingualfederalcivilserviceandforthe
encouragementoftheFrenchlanguageandcultureinCanada.TheOfficial
LanguagesActwasTrudeau’sfirstlegislativepush,whichmadeFrenchand
Englishtheco-equalofficiallanguagesofthefederalgovernment.Theofficial
languagesActwasofficiallyadoptedon8thOct1971.Similarencouragement
wasgiventootherethniccultures.TheOfficialLanguagesActbroughtabouta
newandimprovedrelationshipbetweentheEnglishandFrenchinCanada.

3.HedecisivelydefeatedterroriststhatweredestabilizingCanada.The1970
OctoberCrisistestedhisstanceagainstterrorists.Thecrisisbeganwhen
Quebecseparatistgroup,theFrontdelibérationduQuébec(FLQ),kidnappeda
BritishtradecommissionerJamesCrossathisresidenceonOctober5.Five
dayslaterQuébecLabourMinisterPierreLaportewasalsokidnapped.Trudeau
respondedbyinvokingtheWarMeasuresActwhichgavethegovernment
sweepingpowersofarrestanddetentionwithouttrial.Trudeaupresenteda
determinedpublicstanceduringthecrisis.FiveoftheFLQmemberswereflown
toCubain1970aspartofadealinexchangeforJamesCross'life,althoughthey
eventuallyreturnedtoCanadayearslater,wheretheyservedtimeinprisonand
thisrestoredorderinthecountry.

4.Trudeau’sgreatestachievementwasthenewconstitutionof1982.TheCanada
ActortheConstitutionActof1982asitwasknown,Canada’sconstitution
approvedbytheBritishParliamentonMarch25,1982,andproclaimedbyQueen
ElizabethIIonApril17,1982,makingCanadawhollyindependent.Thenew
constitutionsawtheBritishParliamenttransfertheauthoritytoamendCanada’s
constitutiontoCanada,acharterofhumanrights,broadenedfederaleconomic
powers,andinstitutionalchangesinfederalstructuressuchastheSupreme
Court.

5.PierreTrudeauimprovedtheperformanceoftheCanada’sAgriculturalsector.He
cameupwithrobustpoliciestopromoteinvestmentintheagriculturalsector
especiallyintheCanadianprairies.Canadacontinuedtobeamajorsupplierof
foodstuffsandrawmaterialstotheworldduringtheboom decadeofthe1970s.
ThehighinternationaldemandforCanadianwheat,beef,andotherfarm
productsbroughtprosperityCanadianfarmers.

6.HewidelyboostedtheminingsectorofCanada.Forinstance,Minerals,onwhich
theeconomyofBritishColumbiadepended,foundreadymarketsathighprices
intheUnitedStatesandothercountries.RobertsBank,oneoftheworld’slargest
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oceancoaldepots,wasbuiltnearVancouvertoexpeditetheshipmentofBritish
ColumbiancoaltoJapan.Inaddition,Saskatchewan’spotashanduranium
commandedhigherpricesduringthoseyears.Noprovincebenefitedmorethan
Alberta,whereescalatingworldpetroleum pricesbroughtalotofwealth.

7.TheTrudeauadministrationregisteredincreasedoilandnaturalgasexploration
andexploitation.Duetolucrativeinternationalpricesforoilandnaturalgasatthe
time,thegovernmentwascompelledtocarryoutexplorationinfrontierareas
suchastheBeaufortSeaandtheArcticArchipelago.Someofthisexploration
wasaidedbyavarietyofGovernmentgrantincentiveprogramsandcarriedout
byPanarcticOilsLtd.,aconsortium jointlyfundedbythefederalgovernmentand
privatesources.Fearingthatforeigncapitalwouldpermanentlydominatethe
Canadianoilindustry,theTrudeaugovernmentcreatedtheintegrated,crown-
ownedPetro-Canadain1975.

8.HecontributedtoCanada’sboomingindustrialProsperity.TheTrudeau
administrationrevokedtheCanada–UnitedStatesAutomotiveProducts
Agreement(Autopact)of1965,toinviteU.S.-ownedcarmakerstobuildnew
assemblyplantsinOntarioandQuebec.Tensofthousandsofnewjobswere
createdintheautomobileandautopartsindustries,andTorontoquicklypassed
MontrealasCanada’sfinancialcapital.AtlanticCanadaalsoexperiencedsome
industrialprosperityasforeignAutoandTiremanufacturersbegantoestablish
plants/factoriesthere.

9.PierreElliottTrudeaupromotedwomenemancipationinCanada.Heiscredited
forhavingbroughtwomenintothelimelightofpower.Forinstance,heappointed
MurielMcQueenFergusson,firstwomanSpeakeroftheSenatein1972andhe
alsoappointedJeanneSauvé,thefirstwomanSpeakeroftheHouseof
Commonsin1980.Later,heappointedJeanneSauvéasCanada'sfirstwoman
governorgeneralin1984.

Foreignaffairs

In1970theTrudeaugovernmentunveiledaforeignpolicythatfocusedonthree
aims:preservingCanadaasanindependentpoliticalentity,maintainingits
expandingprosperity,andconstructivelycontributingtohumanneeds.

10.TrudeauminimizedCanada’scommitmenttotheNorthAtlantictreaty
organization.In1970–72,CanadaunderPierreTrudeauscaleddownits
contributiontoNATO,reducingthenumberofitsmilitaryandcivilianpersonnel
andmilitarybasesinEurope.ThiswentalongwaytoreduceCanada’soverall
foreignexpenditure.

11.Trudeau’sgovernmentalsoestablisheddiplomaticrelationswithcommunist
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stateslikethePeople’sRepublicofChinainOctober1970,andby1973thetwo
countrieshadnegotiatedmost-favoured-nationtradingarrangements.He
establishedCanadiandiplomaticrelationswiththePeople'sRepublicofChina,
beforetheUnitedStatesdid,andwentonanofficialvisittoBeijing.Hewas
knownasafriendofFidelCastro,theleaderofCuba.Thisledtoexcellenttrade
relationsbetweenCanadaandChina.

12.TrudeauinitiallyimprovedrelationswiththeSovietUnion,believingthatcloser
tieswouldrestorebalancetoCanada’sinternationalpositionandde-emphasize
Canada’sroleasapartisanoftheWest,butTrudeaudidnotcontestfundamental
U.S.policyregardingtheSovietUnion,theMiddleEast,andevenAmerican
involvementintheVietnam WarinSoutheastAsia.DespiteTrudeau’scautious
andskepticalviewoftheUnitedStates,heultimatelyrespectedtherealitiesof
Americanpower.

13.CanadaalsosoughtcloserrelationswiththeEEC.In1976,Canadaandthe
EuropeanEconomicCommunitygrantedeachothermost-favoured-nationstatus.

14.ThegoalofprotectingCanada’seconomyledtoadjustmentsinrelationswiththe
UnitedStates.In1970Canadaincreasedthepriceofpetroleum andnaturalgas
soldtotheUnitedStates,andin1974aplanwasannouncedthatwouldgradually
reducethosesalesandendthem by1982.Thisactionwastakentoprotect
domesticsuppliesoffossilfuelsinthefaceofincreasingpricesofimportedoil
usedintheeasternprovinces.In1978Canadainitiatedpurchasesofnew
airplanesandothermilitaryequipmenttobetterdefenditsbordersandfulfillits
internationalcommitments.

15.Trudeau’sgovernmentexpandedthecountry’sforeignaideffortsandpursueda
policypromotingtheinternationalcontrolofnuclearweaponry.Canada
undertookeffortstoreducepollutioninitsforeignpolicy,Trudeau’sapproachto
theAmericansandtheColdWarchangedlittleaftertheClarkinterregnum,ashe
maintainedhisprofesseddisdainfortheU.S.preoccupationwiththeColdWar.
Nonetheless,in1983Trudeau’sgovernment—overthestrenuousobjectionsof
peacegroupsandenvironmentalists—grantedtheUnitedStatespermissionto
testcruisemissileguidancesystemsintheCanadianNorth.

16.Helaunchedacampaignfornucleararmscontrolintheworld.Trudeaumounted
awell-publicizedglobalpeacemissiontothecapitalsofcountriespossessing
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nuclearweaponstopressforgreaterinternationalcooperationonnucleararms
controlandreductioninlater1983.HistriphoweverannoyedU.S.President
RonaldReaganandBritishPrimeMinisterMargaretThatcher.Latein1983,
Trudeaulauncheda“PeaceInitiative.”HetravelledtoEurope,Asia,andfinally
Washington,speakingtogovernmentleadersandadvocatingseveralmeasures
relatingtodisarmament.

17.HeopenedCanadaformoreimmigrantstosettle.In1968,theyearTrudeau
becameprimeminister,Canadawelcomed183,974immigrants,equivalentto
aboutonepercentofitspopulation.By1984,theimmigrationratewas0.3per
centofthepopulation,adeclinefrom 1968ofabouttwo-thirds.Thesereductions
didnotreflectananti-immigrantpolicyperse,butflowedoutofachoicemade
bytheTrudeaugovernmentinresponsetoaweakereconomicclimateand
higherunemployment.Yetholdingthelineonimmigrationisexactlytheopposite
ofwhatTrudeauisknownfor.TrudeauupdatedtheImmigrationActof1952.He
setupataskforce,whichresultedinthe“GreenPaper”.TheImmigrationActof
1976placedmoreemphasisonpracticaltrainingratherthaneducation,allowed
familiesofimmigrantstoenterthecountryandexpandedrefugeesponsorship.

18.Heiscreditedforhavingsupportedtheanti-ApartheidstruggleinSouthAfrica.
Asaprotestagainstwhite-majorityruleinSouthAfrica,CanadaunderTrudeau
declaredanarmsembargoagainstthatcountryin1970andwithdrewfrom a
tradeassistanceprogram in1979thateffectivelyendedthepreferentialtariff
thatSouthAfricahadenjoyedsince1932.Trudeau’spolicytowardsSouthAfrica
graduallyweakenedtheApartheidregimeleadingtotheendofApartheid.

19.HewasquiteactiveintheCommonwealthaswellastheFrancophone
community.TrudeaumadeCanadaakeyplayerintheseassociationsandthis
gavehim theopportunitytomeetwithleadersfrom ThirdWorldcountries.He
alsosupportedtheFrancophonecommunityinternationallyintheOrganisation
internationaledelaFrancophonie.

20.TrudeauachievedCanada’sadmissionintotheclubofaffluentcountries.In1976,
CanadawasadmittedtotheG7orGroupofSevencountriesoriginallyfoundedto
fostereconomiccoordination.WhenTrudeauattendedtheSummitinPuerto
Rico,hewantedtoexpandthefocusoftheG7topromotedemocracyandhuman
rights.

FAILURESOFTRUDEAU

Canada’seconomicgrowthwasaccompaniedbyhighinflation,andbythemid-1970s
Trudeau’sgovernmentwaspreoccupiedwiththefightagainstrisingpricesandthe
wageincreasesthatusuallyfollowed.In1975Trudeau’sgovernmentcreatedtheAnti-
InflationBoardandimposedwageandpricecontrolsforathree-yearperiod.Themove
wassupportedbybusinessbutangeredthelabourmovement,whichcalledforaone-
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daynationalgeneralstrikeinOctober1976.

TheTrudeaugovernmentrejectedtheIndiandemandsandsoughtinsteadtoabolish
theIndianActandeliminateIndianstatus.Between1968and1969,Canada’sIndians
soughtspecialrightsandsettlementoftheiroutstandingtreatyclaims.WhenTrudeau
rejectedtheirdemands,Indiangroupsstronglyprotestedthenewpolicyandforcedthe
governmenttowithdrawitsproposals.TheprotestledtoasharpincreaseinIndian
politicalactivism duringthe1970s.Atanationallevel,Indianswererepresentedbythe
NationalIndianBrotherhoodwhichadvocatedforpoliciesincludingaboriginalrights.

Canada’seconomicperformanceduringTrudeau’slastyearsinpowerwasless
successful.Thecountrysufferedgreatlyintheworldwiderecessionof1981–82,butthe
impactwasmadeworsebyOttawa’sfailuretocontrolitsspendingandits
miscalculationinanticipatingthatfutureincreasesinenergypriceswouldhelppayits
bills.ThatexpectationwasthebasisoftheNationalEnergyProgram (NEP),introduced
inthefallof1980,whichwasdesignedtospeedupthe“Canadianization”oftheenergy
industryandvastlyincreaseOttawa’sshareofenergyrevenues.TheNEPcreateda
fierceconflictbetweenthecentralgovernmentandtheenergy-producingprovinces
particularlyAlberta,chasedprivateinvestmentcapitaloutofCanada,anddrastically
reducedexplorationforoilandgas.Whenoilpricesdeclined,NEPpoliciesmadethe
recessionevendeeperinAlberta.

Hecontradictedhisanti-nuclearweaponscampaign.In1983Trudeau’sgovernment
grantedtheUnitedStatespermissiontotestcruisemissileguidancesystemsinthe
CanadianNorth.Thiswaswidelycriticizedbypeacegroupsandenvironmentalistsand
impactednegativelyonTrudeau’slegacy.

Finally,inFebruary1984TrudeauresignedandwassucceededasheadoftheLiberal
PartyandasprimeministerbyJohnTurner.

ReferenceQuestion
1.ExaminethecontributionsofPierreElliottTrudeautoCanadabetween1968and

1984.

THEATTEMPTEDSECESSIONOFQUEBEC

QuebecisoneoftheprovincesofCanadaoccupiedmainlybyFrenchspeaking
Canadianswhocompriseabout78%.From the1960s,theseFrenchspeaking
Canadiansattemptedtobreakawayfrom therestofCanadawhichismainlydominated
byEnglishspeakingCanadians.TheattemptstartedasaQuietRevolutioninQuebec
broughtaboutbywidespreadchangesinthe1960s.Amongotherchanges,supportfor
Quebecindependencebegantoform andgrowamongQuebecers.
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TheattemptedsecessionofQuebechaditsgenesisinthehistoricalsettlement
patternsinCanadawheresomeofthesettlersmigratedfrom Franceandmainlysettled
inQuebecprovincewhileothers,whohappenedtobethemajority,migratedfrom Britain.
Therelationshipofthetwocommunitieswithtimebecametenseespeciallywhenthe
EnglishCanadiansbegantoextendintoterritoriesoccupiedbytheFrenchCanadians.
TheQuebecersorFrenchCanadianssubsequentlyformedpoliticalorganizationsto
spearheadthesecessioncause.Thefirstorganizationdedicatedtotheindependence
ofQuebecwastheAllianceLaurentienne,foundedbyRaymondBarbeauinJanuary
1957.OthersincludedtheQuebecSovereigntyMovement(QSM),PartiQuébécois,the
BlocQuébécois,andrevolutionaryorganizationsliketheFrontdeLibérationduQuébec
(FLQ)amongothers.

CAUSESOFQUEBEC’SATTEMPTEDSECESSION

1.ThehistoricalgrievancesoftheQuebecerslaidthefoundationfortheQuebec
secessionistattempt.Quebecseparatism wasdeeplyrootedinCanadianhistory:
someQuebecersmaintainedaperennialdesiretohavetheirownstate,whichin
asensetheyhadpossessedfrom 1791to1841.ManyFrenchCanadianshad
longfeltasenseofminoritygrievance,stimulatedbytheexecutionofaFrench
CanadianLouisDavidRielinNovember1885.TheQuebecersalsohadmemories
oftheManitobaSchoolsQuestionwhereRomanCatholicschoolsand
protestantschoolswereseparatelyfunded.Itwasagainstsuchhistorical
grievancesthatQuebecNationalism grewleadingtotheattemptedsecession.

2.Theethnicdifferenceswhichweremarkedwithvariationinculturesbetweenthe
FrenchCanadiansandEnglishCanadians

3.TheQuebecActof1774alsoinfluencedthesecessionattempt.Alsoknownas
theBritishNorthAmerica(Quebec)Actof1774,itwasanActoftheparliament
ofGreatBritainwhichsetproceduresforgovernanceintheprovinceofQuebec.
ThishistoricalActhadgiventheFrenchspeakingCanadianspoliticaland
religiousrights.Inthe1960s,thisveryActwasrevokedbythepeopleofQuebec
tojustifytheirdemandforindependence.

4.ReligiousdifferencesbetweenFrenchCanadiansandEnglishCanadianswere
oneofthecausesoftheattemptedsecessionofQuebec.78%ofthecitizensof
QuebecareCatholicswhilethemajorityoftheCanadianswhomostlylivein
otherprovincesareProtestants.

5.ThepoliticaldominationofCanadabyEnglishCanadiansinfluencedthe
Secession.Byuseoftheirnumericaladvantage,theEnglishspeakingCanadians
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imposedtheirdominationoverCanadasomethingthatdissatisfiedthe
Quebecers.MostofthePrimeministerswhoruledCanadawereEnglish
Canadians.

6.ThegrowingnumberofEnglishimmigrantsintotheprovinceofQuebecangered
theQuebecerscompellingthem todemandforseparateindependence.Asmore
EnglishCanadianssettledinQuebec,thiswasperceivedasadeliberatemoveby
theEnglishCanadianstodestroyFrenchculturalheritage.Therefore,the
Quebecersdecidedtodemandforindependence.

7.ThemarginalizationofFrenchCanadiansingovernmentjobscompelledthem to
demandforsecession.Theywereleftoutingovernment,armyandinsome
corporationsonaccountthattheyspokeFrenchinsteadofEnglish.Thiswas
commonbeforetheintroductionofthebilingualpolicyinthelate1960s.The
FrenchCanadiansweredisadvantagedbybeingdeniedgovernmentjobswhich
discontentedthem andtheydemandedforseparateexistance.

8.CharlesdeGaulle’svisittoQuebecin1967energizedtheQuebecattempted
secession.InJune1967,PresidentCharlesdeGaullewashostedinMontrealand
hemadeamovingspeechtotheQuebecerson24thJuly1967whenhesaid,
“LonglivefreeQuebec”duringaspeechfrom thebalconyofMontreal'scityhall
during.Indoingso,hedeeplyoffendedthefederalgovernmentandhisvisitwas
cutshortwhenleftthecountrywithoutmeetingthePrimeMinisterinOttawa.
ThiswasasymbolofFrance’sopensupporttothesecessionofQuebec.

9.TheinfluenceofothersecessionsalsoattractedthesecessionofQuebec.One
ofsuchsuccessfulsecessionswasthatofPakistanin1947whenitbrokeaway
from India.TheFrenchCanadiansinQuebecwereinspiredbysuchprecedentto
launchtheirownsecession.

10.TheeconomicresourcefulnessofQuebecattractedthesecessionistattempt.
QuebecwasoneoftherichprovincesofCanada.Thegrowthofhydroelectric
powerandthewoodpulpindustryhelpedtocreatemanufacturingplantsin
QuebecandOntarioandbroughtFrenchCanadianworkersintothecities,
particularlyMontreal.Theprovincewasendowedwithnaturalresourcesand
numerousindustriesintownslikeMontreal.By1921Quebecwasthemost
urbanizedandindustrializedofallCanadianprovinces,includingOntario,which
remainedthemostpopulousandthewealthiest.ThismadetheQuebecers
believethattheirstatewouldsurviveonitsownandthustheysteppedupthe
demandforindependence.
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11.Theriseofethnicnationalism inQuebecledtotheattemptedsecession.French
Canadiannationalistsfavouredsomeform ofenhancedstatusforQuebec:
specialstatuswithintheconfederation(Canada),anewform ofassociationon
thebasisofequalitywithEnglishCanada,orcompleteindependenceasa
sovereigncountry.Duringthelate1960sthemovementwasmotivatedprimarily
bythebeliefbymanyQuebecintellectualsthattheeconomicdifficultiesof
QuebecwerecausedbyEnglishCanadiandominationoftheconfederationand
couldonlybeendedbybreakingaway.

12.Theriseofpro-secessionpoliticalmovementsledtotheattemptedsecessionof
Quebec.Rightfrom thelate1950s,Quebecersformedpoliticalorganizationsto
agitateforseparateindependence.TheseincludedorganizationsliketheAlliance
LaurentiennefoundedbyRaymondBarbeauinJanuary1957,Quebec
SovereigntyMovement(QSM),PartiQuébécois,theBlocQuébécois,and
revolutionaryorganizationsliketheFrontdeLibérationduQuébec(FLQ)among
others.SuchorganizationsappealedtoandmobilizedQuebecerstosupport
secession.

13.ThecontinuousallegianceofCanadatotheBritishcrownledtotheattempted
secession.MuchasCanadawasanindependentstate,ithadretainedclose
politicaltieswiththeUnitedKingdom.Forinstance,theBritishmonarch,Queen
ElizabethIIwasrecognizedastheheadofstateofCanadaandtheBritish
parliamenthadretainedpowerstoamendtheCanadiankconstitution.Thisdid
notpleasetheFrenchCanadiansandthustheydemandedforindependence.

14.TheroleofQuebecpoliticiansmanyofwhom supportedthecauseofsecession
wasanotherreason.TheseincludedpoliticianslikeRaymondBarbeauwho
formedtheAllianceLaurentienneinJanuary1957,RenéLévesquewhoformed
theMouvementsouveraineté-association(MSA)andsetaboutunitingpro-
sovereigntyforces.OthersincludedPierreBourgault,RaoulRoy,amongothers
whosupportedthesecessionstruggle.

EFFECTSOFQUEBEC’SATTEMPTEDSECESSION

ItledtothebirthofQuebecLiberalParty(QLT)in1960.Thispartybrokeawayfrom the
LiberalpartyanditwasledJeanLesage.TheQLPwasborntochampionsecession
struggle.

ItcausedtensionbetweenthegovernmentofCanadaandFrance.Thismainlyresulted
from PresidentCharlesdeGaulle’svisitandspeechof24thJuly,1967totheQuebecers
whichwasasignofFrance’ssupporttothesecession.Canada’sgovernmentunder
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PrimeMinisterLesterB.PearsonandlaterPierreElliottTrudeauwidelycondemnedthe
Frenchgovernment.

ItforcedtheCanadiangovernmenttoadopttheofficialbilingualandmulticulturalpolicy.
ThiswasworkedoutinordertocompromisetheQuebecers.FrenchandEnglishwere
recognizedasjointofficiallanguagesandatthesametimeitrecognizedthefactthat
Canadaisasocietywithculturalpluralism.

TheattemptedsecessioncausedpoliticalcrisesinCanada.Forinstance,therewasan
incidentinOctober1970whenaQuebecseparatistgroup,theFrontdelibéraktiondu
Québec(FLQ),kidnappedaBritishtradecommissionerJamesCrossathisresidenceon
October5.FivedayslaterQuébecLabourMinisterPierreLaportewasalsokidnapped.
Subsequentlysome500peoplewerearrested,andtroopsweremovedintoQuebec.
ThiscausedwidespreadprotestsanddemonstrationsindifferenttownsofQuebeclike
Montrealculminatingintoalotofchaos.

ItledtoholdingofreferendaforQuebecerstodecidetheirdestiny.Formorethanonce
theQuebecersweregivenchancetodecidetheirfateforexamplein1980,therewasa
referendum butthesecessionistsweredefeated.Anotherchancewasgrantedinthe
1995referendum butstillthesecessionwasdefeatedbyamarginof50.58%to49.42%.

ItforcedtheCanadiangovernmenttoamendtheconstitutionofCanada.Forinstance,
in1982itwasamendedunderPrimeMinisterPierreElliottTrudeauandagainin1991
underPrimeMinisterBrianMulroney.Suchamendmentswereaimedatrecognizing
QuebecasanintegralpartofCanada.

Itre-awakedethnicnationalism inCanada.

ItthreatenedtheunityofCanadaasacountry.

REASONSWHYQUEBECHASFAILEDTOSECEDE

Theadoptionofterroristapproachunderminedthemission.Forinstance,theFrontde
libérationduQuébec(FLQ)becameaterroristorganizationinthe1960sandearly
1970sthatusedviolencetopromoteindependenceforQuebec.Forinstance,therewas
anincidentinOctober1970whenaQuebecseparatistgroup,theFrontdelibérationdu
Québec(FLQ),kidnappedaBritishtradecommissionerJamesCrossathisresidenceon
October5.FivedayslaterQuébecLabourMinisterPierreLaportewasalsokidnapped.
ThismadethecauseunpopularamongtheCanadiansleadingtoitsfailure.

TheothernineprovincesofCanadahavegenerallybeenopposedtoQuebec
sovereignty.

Oppositiontosecessionfrom FrenchCanadiansoutsideQuebecalsoundermined
Quebec’ssuccess.FrenchCanadiansoutsideQuebechavealwaysopposedthe
sovereigntyoranyform ofnationalrecognitionforQuebec.
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Oppositionfrom non-FrenchCanadianswithinQuebechasledtothefailureofQuebec’s
secession.TheseareparticularlytheEnglishminorityinMontreal,alsohaveremained
opposedtothenotionofQuebecbecominganindependentstate.

DivergenceintheviewsofQuebecpoliticiansunderminedthesuccessofQuebec.For
instance,theUnionNationalealsoremainedfundamentallyfederalist,butitstressedthe
importanceofremainingQuébécoisandofobtaininggreaterprovincialpower.Tothe
leftofthetraditionalparties,however,opinionrangedfrom ademandforaspecial
statusforQuebectosupportforseparationandindependence.

TheadoptionofthebilingualandmulticulturalpolicybytheCanadiangovernment
defusedthesecessionisttendenciesinQuebec.Underthisnewlegalframework,French
wasrecognizedasajointofficiallanguagealongsideEnglish.Thissomehow
compromisedtheQuebecersandtheyreducedtheirsentimentaldemandsfor
secession.

ThenegativepublicopinionamongstQuebecersalsounderminedthechancesof
Quebec’ssecession.IndifferentreferendathathavebeenheldinQuebecforthepeople
todecidetheirdestiny,e.g.in1980and1994,majorityoftheQuebecersvotedagainst
secession.

TheCanadaAct,alsocalledConstitutionActof1982,becameanobstacletoQuebec’s
attemptedsecessionfrom Canada.ThiswasCanada’snewconstitutionapprovedby
theBritishParliamentonMarch25,1982,andproclaimedbyQueenElizabethIIonApril
17,1982,makingCanadawhollyindependent.Sincethisnewconstitutionmarkedthe
endofBritain’scontroloverCanada,whichtheQuebecershadalwayscomplainedabout,
theirsecessionwasgreatlydefused.

TheresourcefulnessofQuebecminimizeditschancesofsuccessfullybreakingaway
from Canada.Theprovincewasendowedwithnaturalresourcesandnumerous
industriesintownslikeMontreal.Itboastedofhydroelectricpowerandwoodpulp
industriesamongotherswhichhelpedtocreateothermanufacturingplantsinthe
province.Becauseofsuchresources,theCanadiangovernmentbecamedeterminednot
togivewaytothesecessionofQuebec.

CANADA:AGREATECONOMICPOWERSINCE1945

InthepostWorldWarIIperiodCanadaemergedasaneconomicgiantintheworldand
thishasbeenattributedtoaninterplayoffactorswhichincludethefollowing;

1.ThelimitedimpactoftheSecondWorldWaronCanadawasatcenterstagein
postwardevelopment.WhereasCanadaactivelyparticipatedintheGreatWaras
analliedpower,thewardidnotleavegreatdamageonCanada’seconomysave
forthebattleofSt.Lawrenceandsothecountryregisteredlittleornophysical
destruction.TheCanadianeconomyalsogrewandbenefittedfrom thewarand
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warindustries.

2.Thepresenceofhydroelectricpowerisanotherfactorthatacceleratedtheroad
toCanada’sprosperity.Majordevelopmentsintheearly20thcentury,atNiagara
FallsandalongQuebec’snumerousrivers,creatednewopportunitiesforcheap
industrialpower,andconvenienceforanincreasingnumberofCanadianhomes.
Hydroelectricpoweralsoquicklybecameanotherexportindustry,which
continuestothepresentday.

3.Canadaremainedatradingnation,dependentoninternationalmarkets.Inthe
interwaryears,tradewiththeUnitedStatesandGreatBritainpredominated.After
1945theUnitedStateswasbyfarCanada’slargesttradingpartner.Bythemid-
1960s,Canada’sexportstotheUnitedStateswerefivetimesgreaterthanthe
nextlargestpartner,andrepresentedmorethan60%ofallCanadianexports.The
importanceoftheUnitedStateswasrecognizedwiththeCanada-UnitedStates
FreeTradeAgreementof1988,whichsubsequentlywasexpandedintothe
NorthAmericanFreeTradeAgreement(NAFTA)whenMexicojoineditin1994.
Mostrecently,theriseoftheAsianeconomieshasmoderatedthistrend,and
countrieslikeJapanandespeciallyChinahavebecomeimportantmarketsfor
Canadiangoods.However,theconstantscontinue:commoditiesdominate,and
traderemainsvitaltoCanada’seconomicwell-being.

4.TheflourishingagriculturalsectorofCanadaundoubtedlyledtohereconomic
growth.Canadaisoneofthelargestagriculturalproducersandexportersinthe
world.Aswithotherdevelopednations,theproportionofthepopulationandGDP
devotedtoagriculturefelldramaticallyoverthe20thcenturybutitremainsan
importantelementoftheCanadianeconomy.Awiderangeofagricultureis
practicedinCanada,from sprawlingwheatfieldsoftheCanadianprairiesto
summerproduceoftheOkanaganvalley.Inthefederalgovernment,overviewof
CanadianagricultureistheresponsibilityoftheDepartmentofAgricultureand
Agri-Food.

5.TheCanadianpetroleum industryplayedasignificantroletowardseconomic
development.Theevolutionofthepetroleum sectorhasbeenakeyfactorinthe
historyofCanada,andhelpsillustratehowthecountrybecamequitedistinct
from herneighbourtothesouth.Althoughtheconventionaloilandgasindustry
inwesternCanadaismature,thecountry'sArcticandoffshorepetroleum
resourcesaremostlyinearlystagesofexplorationanddevelopment.Canada
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becameanaturalgas-producinggiantinthelate1950sandissecond,after
Russia,inexports;thecountryalsoishometotheworld'slargestnaturalgas
liquidsextractionfacilities.Theindustrystartedconstructingitsvastpipeline
networksinthe1950s,thusbeginningtodevelopdomesticandinternational
marketsinabigway.

6.ThegeographicallocationofCanadahasbeenofgreatadvantage.Canadais
fortunatetobesurroundedbytheAtlantic,Pacific,andArcticOceansaswellas
theGreatLakesthatcontainabundantandvaluablesourcesoffishandseafood.
ThevarietyofproductsthatCanadianfishermenharvestfrom thesesourcesare
soldwithinCanadaandexportedaroundtheworldtointernationalmarkets.In
total,theCanadianfishingindustryexportsover75%oftheproductsharvested
andprocessedinCanada.In2015,Canadawastheeighthlargestfishand
seafoodexporterintheworld,sendingproductsvaluedat$6billiontoover130
countries.

7.LargemarketforCanadiangoodspavedwaytoCanada’sriseasaneconomic
giant.Canada’sseafoodtradehasbeenenjoyingapreferencemarketfor
exampletheUnitedStatesisoneofthemostimportantmarketsforCanadian
seafoodexportsandrepresents64%ofCanada'sseafoodtrade.China(11%),the
EuropeanUnion(10%),Japan(4%),andHongKong(2%)arealsokeyexport
marketsforCanadianseafoodproducts.Theseafoodtradeisasectorofthe
Canadianeconomythathasatradesurplus.Forinstancein2016,thetotalvalue
ofCanadianfishandseafoodexportswasover$6.8billioncomparedtothe
valueofimportedfishandseafoodproductsthatwasover$3.8billion.Because
ofsuchforeignmarkets,Canada’seconomyhasbeenabletoexpand.

8.TheautomotiveindustryinCanadaconsistsprimarilyofassemblyplantsof
foreignautomakers,mostwithheadquartersintheUnitedStatesorJapan,along
withhundredsofmanufacturersofautomotivepartsandsystems.Canadais
currentlytheninth-largestautoproducersintheworld,andfourthlargestauto
exporterbyvalue,producing2.4millionvehiclesandexporting$48.8billionworth
ofvehiclesin2016.Canada'shighestrankingseverwerethesecondlargest
producerintheworldbetween1918and1923andthirdafterWorldWarII.
AutomotivemanufacturingisoneofCanada’slargestindustrialsectors,
accountingfor10%ofmanufacturingGDPand23%ofmanufacturingtrade.
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Canadaproducespassengervehicles,trucksandbuses,autopartsandsystems,
truckbodiesandtrailers,aswellastiresandmachines.Theautoindustrydirectly
employsmorethan125,000peopleinvehicleassemblyandautoparts
manufacturing,andanother380,000indistributionandaftermarketsalesand
services.

9.SocialprogramsinCanadaincludeallgovernmentprogramsdesignedtogive
assistancetocitizensoutsidewhatthemarketprovides.TheCanadiansocial
safetynetcoversawiderangeofprograms,manyofwhicharerunbythe
provinces.Canadahasawiderangeofgovernmenttransferpaymentsto
individuals.Mostofthesesocialprogramsthatdirectfundstowardswellbeing
ofcitizensbetweenthe1930sand1960ssawtheemergenceofawelfarestate,
similartomanyWesternEuropeancountries.Mostprogramsfrom thateraare
stillinuseforexampleallprovincesinCanadaprovideuniversal,publiclyfunded
healthcaretoCanadiancitizens,permanentresidentsandcertaintemporary
residents,withtheircostspartiallysubsidizedbythefederalgovernment.

10.TherobusteducationpolicymadeCanadaaneconomicgiant.InCanada,
provincesandterritoriesareresponsiblefortheirelementaryandsecondary
schools.Educationiscompulsoryuptotheageof16inmostprovinces,17and
18inothers.Bothelementaryandsecondaryeducationisprovidedatanominal
cost.Post-secondaryschoolingisnotfree,butissubsidizedbythefederaland
provincialgovernments.Financialassistanceisavailablethroughstudentloans
andbursaries.ThishasmadetheCanadianpopulationtobehighlyskilledand
thereforefeedthelabourmarket.

11.TheCanadiangovernmentissupportivetowardsdevelopment.Thegovernment
hassetupseveralagenciesdedicatedtodevelopingspecificregions.These
include;CanadianNorthernEconomicDevelopmentAgency,AtlanticCanada
OpportunitiesAgency,EconomicDevelopmentAgencyofCanadafortheRegions
ofQuebec,FederalEconomicDevelopmentInitiativeforNorthernOntario,Federal
EconomicDevelopmentAgencyforSouthernOntarioWesternEconomic
DiversificationCanada.

12.ThepresenceoflargemineraldepositshasinfluencedCanada’seconomic
development.Canadahaslongrankedamongtheworldleadersintheproduction
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ofmineralslikeuranium,zinc,potash,asbestos,sulfur,amongothers.Itisalsoa
majorproducerofironore,coal,petroleum,gold,copper,silver,lead,anda
numberofferroalloys.Diamondmining,particularlyintheNorthwestTerritories,
issignificantaswell.Thesemineralshaveledtospringingupofmining-related
industriese.g.,ironandsteelandtransportation.

13.Theroleofthetourism sectorcontributedtoCanada’seconomicgrowth.Canada
hasalargedomesticandforeigntourism industry.Thesecondlargestcountryin
theworld,Canada'sincrediblegeographicalvarietyisasignificanttourist
attractor.Muchofthecountry'stourism iscenteredinthefollowing(busiest)
regions:Toronto,Montreal,Vancouver/Whistler,NiagaraFalls,VancouverIsland,
Calgary/CanadianRockies,BritishColumbia'sOkanaganValley,andthenational
capitalregionOttawa.Thelargecitiesareknownfortheirculture,diversity,as
wellasthemanynationalparksandhistoricsites.In2012,over16million
touristsarrivedinCanada,bringingUS$17.4billionininternationaltourism
receiptstotheeconomy.Domesticandinternationaltourism combineddirectly
contributes1%ofCanada'stotalGDPandsupports309,000jobsinthecountry.
SitesofinterestinVancouverinclude;CapilanoSuspensionBridge,StanleyPark,
visitedbyEightmillionvisitorseachyear,VancouverArtGallery,Vancouver
MaritimeMuseum,VancouverMuseum ScienceWorldatTelusWorldofScience
amongothers.

14.ThepresenceofrichprovinceslikeAlberta,BritishColumbia,Vancouverand
Saskatchewanamongothers.

15.TheadoptionoffreemarketpoliciesbytheCanadiangovernment

16.ThepoliticalstabilityenjoyedbyCanadainthepostwarperiod

17.TheroleofgoodleaderslikePrimeMinisterPearson,PierreElliottTrudeau


